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The end of the Cold War led to a major

opening to politics in development work.
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Aid providers began adding political goals—

Findings

Itisa
potentially fundamental advance in the aid community’s conception of its goals and operations.
Yet it remains at best a partially realized revolution.

Political priorities such as democracy and human rights are often sidelined by
countervailing donor interests and continuing uncertainty about their value for socioeconomic progress.

The growing use of tools such as political analysis has helped aid practitioners navigate complex
local realities. Yet these methods struggle against inflexible aid delivery mechanisms and entrenched
technocratic preferences within aid organizations.

These include growing sovereignty
concerns within aid-receiving countries, the rise of new aid actors with divergent priorities, and
increased pressure within aid agencies to demonstrate quick impact and easily quantifiable results.

Doing so will require a series of iterative
changes to aid providers’ operations and much closer adherence to stated political principles. The use
of more political methods and greater pursuit of political goals are not magic bullets, but they will help
overcome basic shortcomings that have plagued the field for decades.
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