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NUCLEAR STATUS, 1999

NUCLEAR-WEAPON STATES

China, France, Russia United Kingdom, United States Ead of thes five states originally declarel its
nuclea-weapors progran ard was recognizél unde the 1968 Nuclea Non-Proliferation Treayy (NPT) as a
nuclea-weapm stae becaus it had testel a nuclea weapa prior to Jan 1, 1967 Estimatel totd nuclear
warhea stockpiles U.S, 12,070 Russia 22,50Q United Kingdom, 260, France 450, Ching 400.

When the Sovid Union collapsé in late 1991, nuclea weapois remainel on the territory of mary of the new
independenstates Strategt nuclea weaporms remainel in three besids Russia Belarus Kazakhstapand
Ukraine Russa was recognize as the Sovidg Union's sole nuclea-weapon-sta successo All tacticd nuclear
weapors were withdrawn to Russa by Jure 1992 Russa assumd contrd over all Sovid nuclea weapons,
ard all strategt nuclea weapois were withdrawn to Russa by Novembe 199%—completirg an
unprecedentkde-nuclearizatin proces (see Renunciatios below).

NON-NPT NUCLEAR-WEAPON STATES

India, Israel, Pakistan: Both India ard Pakista conducté nuclea explosiwe tess in May 1998 and declared
themselvs nuclea-weapm states Neithe is an NPT membe, and neithe is recognize by the NPT or other
internationd treaties as a nuclea-weapm state Neithe is believad to hawe deployal nuclea weapors as of
Jure 1998 but Indiais considerd to be able to assemi# 60-70 weaponsand Pakista abou 15 weaponson
shot notice Israel which also is nat an NPT membe, has nat declarel its nuclea-weapa capabiliyy but is
believed to hawe an operationharsenhof over 100 weapons.

HIGH-RI1ISK STATES

Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea All are suspectd of seekimg nuclea weapors but are currenty subjec to
internation& controk and technologicaconstraintsAlthough thes states are party to the NPT and have

denied seekig nuclea weaponstheir non-proliferation commitmens are still considerd suspectNorth Korea
is closes$ to havirg nuclea weaponsit agreel to freez ard ultimately dismante its nuclea weapois program
unde the Octobe 199 U.S—North Korean Agreed Framework it may have separatd enoudp weapons-grade
materid for a nuclea device Iran is eight to ten years from nuclea weapois—but could accelerat its

progran if nuclea asses leakad from the former Sovid Union. Irag's extensie nuclea progran was
dismantlel by U.N. inspectorsbut clandestie procuremenefforts and nuclea-weapons-relatkresearch
probaby continue Libya has an extremey limited nuclea infrastructure.

RENUNCIATIONS

Algeria, Argentina, Belarus, Brazil, Kazakhstan, Romania, South Africa, Ukraine: Souh Africa
dismantlel its arsen&of six nuclea weapos in the early 199G ard signal the NPT in 1991 the IAEA has
verified complet dismantlemenof all nuclea devices Belarus Kazakhstanand Ukraine fulfilled earlier
commitmens to non-nucleaweapm statis ard cooperatd with Russias remova of all strategé and tactical
nuclea weapos locatel on their territory after the Sovig Union collapsed The three joined the NPT as non-
nuclea-weapa states and opend all of their nuclea facilities to IAEA inspectios by the erd of 1996.
Argentira ard Brazi ead brough into force the Treay of Tlatelolm ard agreel to implemen a systen of
comprehensi® IAEA and bilaterd inspectionsArgentira accedd to the NPT in Februay 1995 Algeria
accedd to the NPT in Januay 1995 Romania unde the Ceausescregime apparentt pursu@ a nuclea-
weapors developmenprogram which included experimenthplutonium extraction nat subjed to IAEA
monitoring after Ceausesca overthrav in 1989 the lliescu governmenterminate the program.

ABSTAINING COUNTRIES

Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, the Czed Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hungary,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands Norway, Slovakia, South Korea Spain, Sweden Switzerland, and
Taiwan: All are countries with a significart industrid bas ard at leag one commercial-sc& nuclea facility.
Severd had seriousy exploral a nuclea-weapors option in the 196G or 1970s but all hawe signad the NPT
as non-nucleaweapa states hawe acceptd comprehensig IAEA inspectionsand are believed to be in
complian@ with their NPT obligations.




