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1
Author’s estimate based on: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA), Population and Development. The Demographic Profile
of the Arab Countries,, table 6. y'www.escwa.un.org,/popin,/publications;new/Demo
graphicprofileArabCountries. pdf

2

For studies on the impact of contextual variables on student achievement in math
and sciences, see, for example, Murad Jurdak, .The Impact of Contextual Variables
on Science Achievement in the Arab Countries: Results from TIMSS 2003,, in
S. BouJaoude & Z. Dagher, eds., The World of Science Education. Arab States
(Rotterdam, The Netherlands. Sense Publishers, 2009), 27-40; Theresa M. Akey,
2006, School Context, Student Attitudes and Behavior, and Academic Achievement.
An Exploratory Analysis, New York: MDRC, www.mdrc.org/publications,419,full.
pdf; Janet C. Quint, Theresa M. Akey, Shelley Rappaport, and Cynthia Willner,
JInstructional Leadership, Teaching Quality, and Student Achievement. Suggestive
Evidence from Three Urban School Districts,, December 2007, www.mdrc.org/

publications,/470,/print html
3

See, for example, The Progress of Education Reform October 2010, vol. 11, no. 5,3,
www.ecs.org/per; Wolfram Schulz et al,, ICCS 2009 International Report. Civic
Knowledge, Attitudes, and Engagement Among Lower Secondary Students in
38 Countries. IEA 2009, 251, http/;www.iea.nl; Kaya Yilmaz, .Learner-Centered
Instruction as a Means to Realise Democratic Education: The Problems and
Constraints Confronting Learner-Centered Instruction in Turkey, Studies in

Learning, Evaluation, Innovation and Development 4(3). 15-28 (December 2007).
4

See, for example, Center for Social and Emotional Education, 2007, .School climate
research summary, http.//nscc.csee.net/effective;school_climate_research
summary.pdf; J. Cohen, .Social, Emotional, Ethical. and Academic Education.
Creating a Climate for Learning, Participation in Democracy, and Well Being,,
Harvard Educational Review, 76, 2 (2006): 201-237; J. Cohen, L. McCabe, N. M,
Michelli. & T. Pickeral in press), School Climate. Research, Policy, Practice, and

Teacher Education, Teachers College Record.

5

Jonathan Cohen, Terry Pickeral and Molly McCloskey, .The Challenge of Assessing
School Climate,, Educational Leadership, vol. 66, no. 4, December 2008,January
2009,www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership,dec08,vol66,num04,
The_Challenge-of-Assessing-School Climate.aspx
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J. Cohen et al.,20082009,; Adelman & Taylor, The School Leader’s Guide to Student
Learning Supports: New Directions for Addressing Barriers to Learning (Thousand
Oaks, CA.: Corwin, 2005).

7
J. Cohen et al., 20082009, .

8
Sources of the table are: (1) I. V. S. Mullis, M. O. Martin, and P. Foy (with J.F.Olson,C.
Preuschoff, E. Erberber, A. Arora, and J. Galia), 2008, TIMSS 2007 International
Mathematics Report: Findings from IEA’s Trends in International Mathematics
and Science Study at the Fourth and Eighth Grades, Chestnut Hill, MA. TIMSS &
PIRLS International Study Center, Boston College, chapters 6,7, 8;(2) M. O. Martin,
I. V. S. Mullis, and P. Foy (with J.F.Olson, E. Erberber, C. Preuschoft, and J. Galia)
2008, TIMSS 2007 International Science Report. Findings from IEA’s Trends in
International Mathematics and Science Study at the Fourth and Eighth Grades,
Chestnut Hill, MA: TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center, Boston College,
chapters 6,7,9; 3) 1. V. S. Mullis, M. O. Martin, A. Kennedy, and P. Foy, 2007, IEA’s
Progressin International Reading Literacy Study in Primary School in 40 Countries,
PIRLS 2006 International Report, Chestnut Hill, MA. TIMSS & PIRLS International
Study Center, Boston College, Chapter 6; (4)
Program for International Student Assessment, PISA 2009 Results. What Makes a
School Successful? Resources, Policies, and Practices. Vol. IV, OECD, chapters 3 and 4.

9

TIMSS and PIRLS results by country are available at http.,//timss.bc.edu
10
PISA results by country are available at http.,/dx.doi.org/10.17879789264091559-/en
11

See R. W. Blum, C. A. McNeely, and P. M. Rinehart, Improving the Odds. The
Untapped Power of Schools to Improve the Health of Teens (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota. Center for Adolescent Health and Development, 2002); K.
F. Osterman, .Students’ Need for Belonging in the School Community,, Review of
Educational Research, 70 (2000): 323-67.

12
UN Study on Violence Against Children, Regional Report, Middle East and North
Africa Region, June 2005. 16.

13
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