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Morocco
	At A Glance
	

	Population,  July 2006 est.
	33,241,259

	GDP Per Capita (PPP), 2006 est.
	$4,400

	Human Development Index Rank, UNDP, 2006
	123 (out of 177 countries)

	Freedom House Rating, 2006
	Partly Free

	Political Rights
	5

	Civil Liberties
	4

	Freedom of the Press Rank, Freedom House, 2006
	128 (out of 194 countries)

	Corruption Index Rank, Transparency International, 2007
	72  (out of 180 countries)
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Updates and Forthcoming Events 
· The Moroccan government issued a decision on February 20, 2008 to ban the al-Badil al-Hadari (Civilized Alternative) Islamist Party over allegations of terrorism. The Party’s President, Mustafa Mutassim, was among thirty-two people arrested on February 19 and accused of planning to assassinate several top army officers, government ministers, and Moroccan Jews. Click here for more details.

· A Casablanca court convicted an IT engineer on February 22, 2008 of “modifying and falsifying information technology data and usurping an official’s identity,” for creating a profile of Moroccan Prince Moulay Rachid on Facebook. He was sentenced to three years in prison and ordered to pay a fine of 10,000 Moroccan dirhams (U.S. $1,320). Click here for more information.
· Morocco and Western Sahara’s Polisario independence movement concluded a third round of UN-sponsored talks in New York on January 9, 2008 without reaching agreement on Africa’s longest-running territorial dispute. The Moroccan delegation argued in favor of Western Sahara autonomy within Morocco, while the Polisario proposed a referendum among ethnic Sahrawis that includes an option of independence. UN mediator Peter van Valsum said the two sides  agreed to meet again March 11-13, 2008 for further talks. Click here for more information.
State Institutions/ Separation of Powers

Executive Branch 

· The Moroccan constitution of 1996 (English Text, Arabic Text) vests supreme executive power in the king, who is the head of state and whose person is sacred and inviolable.  

· The king:

· Appoints the prime minister following legislative elections.

· Appoints all members of the government taking into account the prime minister’s recommendations. 

· Presides over the cabinet. 

· Appoints the governors of Morocco’s 16 provinces.

· May terminate the tenure of any minister and dismiss the prime minister (Article 60 of the constitution).

· May dissolve the parliament. 

· May call for new elections.

· May rule by decree. 

· May declare a state of emergency without explanation.

· May revise the constitution by directly submitting proposed amendments to a national referendum. 
· Is the head of the military and the country’s religious leader. Article 19 of the 1962 constitution designates the king as commander of the faithful. 
· King Muhammad VI assumed the throne in July 23, 1999, following the death of his father, King Hassan II, who ruled Morocco for 38 years (1961-1999).

· The prime minister:

· Does not have authority without the king’s approval. 

· May initiate legislation and exercise statutory powers.

· Presents government’s program to both houses of parliament.

· Abbas al-Fassi became prime minister on September 18, 2007. 

· The Cabinet:

· Is appointed by the king upon proposal of the prime minister.

· Is responsible to the king and the House of Representatives.

· In 1998, Hassan II decided to allow the former opposition party to form the government under the direction of Abdel Rahman Yusufi.  This system of “alternance” was a very limited opening of the political system.  The most powerful ministerial portfolios, including the interior ministry (the strongest of all), remained in the hands of the king’s supporters.

Legislative Branch

· The 1996 constitution created a bicameral legislature.

· The 325-member House of Representatives (Majlis al-Nuwab) is elected for five years by individuals 20 years and older; 295 members are elected by proportional representation in 92 multi-member electoral districts and 30 female members are elected by  proportional representation on a national basis (In 2001, the government established a minimum 10% quota for women in the parliament).  Elections were last held on September 27, 2002.  The next elections are scheduled for 2007.

· The 270-member House of Counselors (Majlis al-Mustasharin) is indirectly elected by members of electoral colleges for nine-year terms.  Members of local and regional council elect 162 members.  Representatives from industry, agriculture, and trade unions elect the remaining 108 members.  Ninety of them are renewed every three years. Elections were last held on October 6, 2003.  The next elections will be held in 2006.

· Legislation may be initiated either by the prime minister or by one of the houses of parliament.  The king, with the consent of the Constitutional Council, can by decree amend laws passed by the parliament. 

· A law passed by the parliament becomes effective only after it has been promulgated by royal decree.  If the king disagrees with a law, he may return it to the parliament for re-examination or settle the issue through popular referendum.  In either case, the outcome is invariably in line with the king’s wishes.

· The House of Representatives may dissolve the government through a vote of no confidence.

· The two chambers of parliament may indict members of the government and refer them to the High Court of Justice for trial.  Any proposed indictment must be signed by at least a quarter of the members of the chamber of which it was initiated. 

· Parliamentary debates are open to the public and their proceedings are published in the Official Gazette (Bulletin Officiel).
· Members of the parliament enjoy immunity, except in cases of “injurious remarks to the monarchy and Islam.” Members of parliament can lose their parliamentary immunity for expressing opinions that may be considered disrespectful to the king.

· The parliament’s powers were expanded under the 1992 and 1996 constitutional revisions to include budgetary matters, approving bills, questioning ministers, and establishing ad hoc commissions of inquiry to investigate the government’s actions.

· Constitutional provisions allow non-elected entities to enact laws and veto texts from the Parliament (Articles 45, 46, 55, and 58).  Officials appointed by the king to high administrative positions exercise de facto legislative authority over various administrative texts.
Judiciary

· According to Article 82 of the constitution, the judiciary is independent from the legislative and executive branches.

· Although the constitution clearly endorses the principle of separation of powers, there is significant participation of the executive in the judiciary.  The ministry of justice plays a significant role in judicial affairs and the king heads the Supreme Judicial Council.  

· The ministry of justice supervises judges and oversees administrative matters connected with the courts, including budgetary issues.  There have been some complaints in recent years that salaries are low and the ministry has worked to improve the situation in order to combat opportunities for corruption.  

· Although judicial reform has been identified as a high priority by the government, progress has been slow.  However, some judges have been referred to disciplinary panels for punishment as a result of investigations into alleged corruption and misconduct, and a number have been fired. 
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PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=-"Morocco has a civil law system in which codes are adapted versions of French civil law, except for matters of personal status which are based on religious laws. 
· Judiciary Councils

· The Supreme Council of the Judiciary, headed by the king, has administrative authority over the judiciary.  The Supreme Council consists of the minister of justice as vice-president, the first president of the Supreme Court, the prosecutor general in the Supreme Court, the president of the First Chamber of the Supreme Court, two representatives elected among magistrates of the Court of Appeal, and four representatives elected among magistrates of first instance courts.

· The Constitutional Council judges the validity of legislative elections, referenda, and the rules of procedure of both houses of parliament. 
· It has twelve council members.  The king appoints six members for a non-renewable period of nine years.  After consulting with parliamentary groups, the president of the House of Representatives and the president of the House of Counselors each appoint three members.

· The king, the prime minister, and the presidents of the two houses of the parliament may refer any law to the Constitutional Council before it is promulgated.

· The decisions of the Constitutional Council are final and binding on all.

(     Courts
Lower courts
· Courts of First Instance adjudicate crimes punishable by up to five years imprisonment, and civil, personal status, or commercial cases.  Monetary judgments of small amounts are not subject to appeal.  Courts of First Instance include the Communal and District Courts, which settle minor criminal offenses, and the Sadad Courts, which have general jurisdiction and are organized into separate Sharia, Rabbinical, Civil, Commercial, Administrative, and Penal sections. The Sharia and Rabbinical courts settle matters of personal status for members of their respective communities.

· Trade Courts rule on cases involving commercial activities.

· The majority of legal matters fall within the jurisdiction of Regional Tribunals, which decide cases of personal property damages. Such judgments, excluding minor offences punishable by a small fine, may be appealed to the Court of Appeal.

· Most judicial irregularities in non-political cases take place in the Courts of First Instance.  Several factors facilitate corruption in these courts, including legal ambiguities, defendants’ unfamiliarity with the legal system, the lack of disciplinary measures, inadequate representation, and resource constraints.  

Courts of Appeal
· Courts of Appeal try criminal cases, and rule on appeals against judgements passed by Tribunals of Original Jurisdiction.  Courts of Appeal cannot address the irregularities of the lower courts because they only handle cases involving crimes punishable by five years in prison or more.   

Supreme Court
· The Supreme Court:
· May review the decisions of all courts and tribunals.

· Hears appeals for cancellation of the prime minister’s decisions. 

· Has jurisdiction over disputes arising among courts, which only have the Supreme Court above them.
· Adjudicates suits for bias filed against magistrates and courts with the exception of the Supreme Court. 

· Can only review cases that make it to the courts of appeal and that deal with life sentences and the death penalty. Therefore, the vast majority of defendants in lower courts have very few judicial outlets.

Administrative Courts
· The Administrative Courts:
· Hear disputes related to administrative contracts.

· Adjudicate claims for compensation of prejudice caused by public entities’ acts or activities.

Other Courts
· The High Court of Justice has jurisdiction over criminal and felonious matters allegedly committed by government officials.  It consists of equal number of members elected from the House of Representatives and the House of Counselors.  Its president is appointed by royal decree.

· Specialized Labor Tribunals settle disputes by means of conciliation.

· There is a Standing Tribunal for the Royal Armed Forces.

Local Government

· Morocco is divided into multiple levels of local government, all directly under the Ministry of the Interior.  At the top are 16 administrative regions governed by walis which are further divided into 38 provinces administered by governors.  Walis and governors are appointed by the king.  As part of his initiative to appoint technocrats to local government positions, King Mohammad VI appointed new walis in 13 of the 16 regions and new governors in 14 of the 38 provinces in June 2005.
· The provinces are in turn divided into rural and urban municipalities (qadawat).  Morocco has 1544 municipalities, each of which elects municipal councils and mayors by general election. Morocco’s municipal councils select mayors, oversee most local services, and elect two-thirds of the upper house of Parliament. As part of its decentralization policy, Morocco's government has sought in recent years to increase the councils’ autonomy. But the councils remain weak because the central government continues to control their finances and resources.

· Municipal elections were last held on September 12, 2003.  The next elections will be held in 2008.

Rights 

Personal Liberties

· The constitution guarantees all citizens freedom of worship, movement, opinion and expression in all its forms, freedom of association, public gathering, and the freedom to belong to any union or political group of their choice “within the limits of the law” (Articles 6, 8, and 9). 
· Although the Moroccan constitution proclaims adherence to international principles, it does not stipulate that Moroccan citizens are entitled to inalienable human rights.  The granting and enforcement of rights depends on the king’s discretion. According to the constitution, it is the king who protects “the rights and liberties of the citizens, social groups and organizations” (Article 19).
· Although the constitution stipulates equality among all citizens, Berbers have been marginalized since independence in 1956 through forced Arabization policies. 
· Freedom of assembly is limited. The interior ministry requires permits for public gatherings and has forcibly dispersed demonstrations in the past, but peaceful protests are now generally tolerated. 
· Civil and political rights deteriorated after the terrorist attacks in Casablanca on May 16, 2003.  Ten days after the attacks, the parliament passed a new antiterrorist law that gives security forces the right to hold suspects without access to a lawyer, to intercept telephone calls, mail, and internet communication, and to search homes and businesses without a warrant. 
· In 1996, the Penal Code was revised to proscribe torture, establish legal provisions for arrest and due process, and set limits on preventive detention. The code specifies up to life imprisonment for members of the security forces or state officials who use torture.  The Moroccan cabinet endorsed a bill on December 28, 2004 that amends the existing penal code to prohibit torture as defined by the International Convention against Torture.

· The New York-based organization Human Rights Watch provides a comprehensive overview of human rights developments in Morocco. 

Legislation Regulating the Exercise of Rights

· Electoral Law

· After months of debate between the Ministry of Interior and political parties, the Moroccan government approved a new electoral law on June 26, 2006. The new law bars parties that failed to win at least 3 per cent of the vote in the 2002 elections to field candidates in the 2007 legislative elections, a stipulation strongly criticized by small parties. The bill maintains the current proportional representation system and the size of the electoral districts, but increases the percentage of votes a party must obtain to enter parliament from 3% to 7%. Moroccan expatriates will not be allowed to vote in legislative elections. 
· Political Party Laws

· The Moroccan constitution of 1996 declares Morocco to be a multi-party system. Article 3 of the 1996 constitution stipulates, “Political parties, unions, district councils and trade chambers shall participate in the organization and representation of the citizens.  There shall be no one-party system.”

· A political party law (Arabic text) was approved by parliament on October 21, 2005 after extensive debate between the Ministry of Interior and political parties.  The law: 

· Was proposed by the Ministry of Interior in October 2004 to “improve the parties’ internal management, make it easier for them to receive public funding, and diversify their membership by establishing quotas for women and youth.” 

· Bans religious, racial, regional, socio-professional, or linguistic references in party platforms.
· Stipulates that the government will provide a yearly grant to cover operating costs to the parties that have secured at least 5% of the vote in parliamentary elections. This provision created heated debate between political parties in Morocco.  The two largest parties in parliament, the Socialist Union of Popular Forces and the Istiqlal party, asked that the figure be raised to 10%, inciting opposition from the National Rally of Independents and the Popular Movement Party. The Justice and Development Party (PJD) suggested that 10% of the funds be distributed among all parties and 90% distributed among the parties that received 7% or more of the vote. Ultimately, the parliamentary committee in charge of the bill decided on the 5% minimum. 
· Requires parties to convene a congress every four years or lose their subsidy.
· Law on Associations

· The Code of Public Liberties, adopted in 1958 and amended in 1973, regulates the creation and operation of associations.  The law states that civil society organizations may not engage in political activities.

· The code also requires the approval of the ministry of the interior before the holding of any meeting with the purpose of creating an organization. Although the authorities generally overlook this legal obligation, they do use it to inhibit persons or organizations that may advocate sensitive causes.  Despite the general easing of restrictions on the formation of political parties and associations, Berber activists, Islamic associations and parties, and leftist human rights and political groups are frequently denied approval. 
· The ministry of the interior monitors the activities of civic associations. Organizations must receive approval from the ministry in order to operate legally. 

· Media Laws

· Morocco’s Press Code of 2002 gives the ministry of interior and the prime minister the power to register and license publications.  According to Article 29 of the law, the prime minister may order the suspension of a publication if it undermines Islam, the monarchy, national territorial integrity or public order.

· While critical reporting on most topics is tolerated, journalists risk imprisonment for violating taboos on issues such as the monarchy, Islam, and Moroccan claims to the Western Sahara.  The government periodically confiscates copies of publications that cross these lines.  

· The ministry of the interior provides informal regulations or “guidance” to journalists for self-censorship on sensitive topics.

· Foreign publications are also examined before distribution and can be banned if they contain articles that cross the lines of acceptable dissent. 

· Broadcast media are mostly government controlled and reflect official views, though foreign broadcasting is available via satellite and a large independent print media flourishes.  The government owns the official press agency Maghreb Arab Presse, the Radio-Television Marocaine, and the Arabic daily Al-Anbaa. 

· A 2002 Press Code transfers from the executive to the courts the authority to try journalists accused of insulting the royal family.  However, judges appointed by the king preside over cases involving the king’s defamation.  Under the new code, those found guilty of defaming a member of the royal family receive sentences ranging from five to twenty years (shorter than under the 1973 Press Code).  It also makes it easier to launch a publication, and requires the government to give reasons for confiscation.  The Moroccan Press Union, however, condemned the measure for not eliminating penal sanctions entirely.  Authorities retain the power to revoke publication licenses or to confiscate and suspend publications deemed threatening to public order.

· The passage of a controversial new antiterrorism law in May reversed many of the press freedoms only recently enforced by the revised 2002 Press Code.  In May 2003, the government invoked Article 41 of the anti-terror legislation to set stricter limits on and penalties for speech offenses (under the pretext of protecting Moroccan territorial integrity).  Through subsidies, advertising allocation, and onerous regulation and licensing procedures, the government closely monitors and controls media content. 

· On November 25, 2004, the Moroccan parliament unanimously passed a law to liberalize the country’s audio-visual sector.  The legislation opens up the government’s radio channel and two television stations to investors, although no investor is permitted to own more than 51% of the capital of any audiovisual company.

· According to the annual Worldwide Press Freedom Index by Reporters without Borders, Morocco ranks 106 of 169 countries.  The index runs from 1 (most press freedom) to 169 (least press freedom).
· Reforms Under Discussion

· A draft press law under discussion among journalists and the government would keep criminal penalties in place for journalists charged with violating bans against offending the monarchy, Islam, and state institutions such as the army and judiciary. The new draft law also stipulates the creation of a National Press Council whose 15 members would be appointed by the king and journalists. Click here for details.
· Personal Status Law

· A new Family Law (Moudawana) was adopted on October 10, 2003, replacing the older Family Law of 1957.  

· Women are allowed to be their own guardians, and therefore are not legally bound by the decisions of their male relatives with regard to marriage, education, and employment.  
· The legal age of marriage was raised to 18.

· Polygamy came under new restrictions that are generally prohibitive: the first wife must give her consent; the second wife must be notified of the existence of the first wife; a judge must give consent based on proof of equal status being granted to each wife and their children.  In addition, the new law allows for the creation of a marriage contract excluding the possibility of future polygamous marriage.  

· Women have equal right to divorce.  
Recent Government Initiatives Affecting Rights
· King Muhammad VI established the Equity and Reconciliation Commission (IER) on January 7, 2004 to investigate cases of disappearances and detention that occurred between 1956 and 1999.  The Commission organized a series of hearings broadcast on national television and radio in 2005 in which victims and relatives of victims of disappearances and arbitrary detention were allowed to present testimonies before the Moroccan public.  The Commission’s report released on January 2006 stated that 743 Moroccans were killed by the government during the period of study and that 65 others remained missing as a result of forced disappearances.  The government agrees to provide financial compensation to almost 9,000 victims and their families.  

· The Ministry of Human Rights was created in 1993 and then abolished in a cabinet reshuffle in June 2004.  The government folded human rights responsibilities into the Ministry of Justice.
· In 1990, King Hassan established the Royal Consultative Council on Human Rights (Conseil Consultatif des Droits de l'Homme, CCDH), headed by the president of the Supreme Court and composed of representatives of government and opposition political parties, labor unions, human rights organizations, and religious groups, to advise the king on human rights and prison reforms.  Initially, the CCDH was set up to resolve cases of forcible disappearances and compensate victims of human rights violations, thereby officially recognizing state responsibility for human rights violations. King Muhammad VI expanded the council’s mandate and autonomy in July 2002.
    
Political Forces

Political Parties 

· There are approximately 40 political parties in Morocco, twenty-six of which are represented in the House of Representatives. 

· The left-leaning Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) is the largest party in the Moroccan parliament (50 of 325 seats).  It governs along with two other left-leaning parties—the Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS), and the Leftist Unified Socialist Union (formerly the Organization for Democratic and Popular Action-OADP)—as well as the nationalist Istiqlal (Independence Party).  The coalition is known as the “Kutla” bloc.

· Several parties— including the National Rally of Independents (RNI) and the Constitutional Union (UC) — were created at the monarchs’ request in an attempt to mobilize young urban-based professional constituencies to counterbalance the influence of the left within the urban middle class (including public sector employees, service sector workers, intellectuals, and labor union members).

· Until the 1996 elections, no Islamist party was allowed to participate in elections.  In the 1996 elections, candidates from the newly created Islamic party, al-Islah wal Tajdid, participated.  Al-Islah wal Tajdid has since transformed into Hizb al-Adala wal Tanmiya (Party of Justice and Development), and now plays a significant role in Moroccan politics.  The Party of Justice and Development (PJD) advocates the establishment of an Islamic state through non-violent means and is the third largest party in parliament.

· Two other Islamist parties have formed recently: The Civilized Alternative Party and the New Leftist Islamic Party (whose founding members are from the leftist USFP and PPS. 

· Historically, Morocco’s populist political parties have been characterized by individual rivalries that often create internal paralysis, fragmentation, and disintegration.  This has prevented them from mobilizing individuals in public life (rendering them, in the eyes of their constituents, vehicles for the personal ambitions of their leaders). 
· There are widespread complaints that politicians do not consult sufficiently within their respective parties before making decisions.

· According to the results of a poll conducted by Maroc2020 in April 2002 regarding political attitudes of the Moroccan public, 24% of those surveyed claimed not to be sure of what distinguishes political parties from one another and 44% were “not at all aware.”  Only one fifth of the public considered themselves linked to political parties (5% as militant supporters and 16% as sympathizers).  Only 21% thought political parties completely reflect the needs and priorities of Morocco.  48% said they do to a limited extent, and 37% claimed they do not at all.  

· Reforms under Discussion

· Recently opposition parties and political organizations have been discussing the issue of constitution reform concerning the powers of the king and the separation of powers.  A number of political actors including PJD parliamentary leader Mustapha Ramid, the leftist association “Faithfulness to Democracy,” and various civil society organizations such as the Moroccan Association of Human Rights call for the establishment of a parliamentary monarchy.  The parties in power, notably the “kutla” bloc, are not eager to engage in constitutional reform, demonstrating the dichotomy that exists today in Morocco with regards to reform between the parties of the opposition (both within and outside the parliament) and the parties in power.
· Several political parties are in the process of merging:

· Three centrist Berber parties began negotiating a merger in the spring of 2005: The National Popular Movement (MNP), the Popular Movement (MP), and the Democratic Union (UD).  These parties are known as the Haraki parties.  

· The Democratic Socialist Party (PSD) has declared its intention to merge with the larger USFP.
·  Main Islamist movements/organizations that are not recognized as political parties:

· Al-Adl wal Ihsan (Justice and Charity) 

· It did not become a recognizable organization until the 1980s.  It is organized around the leadership and ideas of Abdeslam Yassine (who spent the 1990s in house arrest and was released in May 2000).

· Unlike the PJD, al-Adl wal Ihsan rejects the Moroccan political system entirely and is very critical of the monarchy.

· Periodically cooperates with the PJD on common campaigns related to issues such as Palestine, but otherwise there is no ongoing contacts or coordination.

· Called upon its supporters to boycott the 2002 legislative elections. 

· The leadership stresses that the organization is not primarily a political movement but rather a social movement with emphasis on preaching and study and personal spiritual development rather than political activism.

· The movement formed a “political circle” in 1998 to coordinate its political activities and continues to give interviews to the domestic and foreign media concerning political developments in Morocco. 

· Nadia Yassine, the unofficial spokeswoman of Morocco’s unrecognized Islamist movement al-Adl wal Ihsan (Justice and Charity) was charged with defaming the monarchy.  Yassine said she preferred a republic to an “autocratic regime” in an interview with the al-Usbuiyya al-Jadida daily on June 2, 2005.  Editor Abdelaziz Koukas is also on trial.  If convicted, they will face jail sentences of three to five years and fines between 10,000 and 100,000 dirham ($1,100 and $11,000).  

· Since the May 16, 2003 bombings, Moroccan government officials and some civil society groups have expressed concern that the PJD and other Islamist organizations have taken advantage of loose financial controls to receive funds from both local and foreign sources that could be used to support violence and propagate extremist interpretations of Islam.

Civil Society

· There are about 5,000 non-governmental organizations in Morocco

· Unions and Professional Syndicates:

· Moroccan Labor Union (UMT)—no political affiliation
· Confederation of Democratic Labor (CDT)—affiliated with the Socialist Union of Popular Forces
· General Union of Working Moroccans (UGMT)—affiliated with the Istiqlal Party
· General Confederation of Moroccan Enterprises (CGEM): group of entrepreneurs who have come to dominate Morocco’s business syndicate
· National Union of Moroccan Workers (UNTM)
· Popular Syndicates Union (USP)
· Union of Free Workers (USTL)
· Popular National Syndicate (SNP)
· Democratic Syndicates Union (USD)
· Union of Moroccan Workers (UTM)
· National Syndicate of Higher Education
· National Students Union

· General Students Union
· Moroccan Association of Attorneys
· Moroccan Professional Association of Lawyers

· Less than 10%  of Morocco’s nine million workers are actually unionized. 
· The ministry of the interior often infiltrates unions to monitor activities.

· While the constitution provides for the right to strike, the law requires compulsory arbitration of disputes, the government uses force to break up strikes, and employers can initiate criminal prosecutions against striking workers.

· Political parties affiliated with certain unions intervene to manipulate the election of union leaders.  As a result, labor unions are increasingly seen as political tools in the hands of the authorities and political parties. 

· Human Rights Organizations:

· There are three officially recognized non-governmental human rights groups: Moroccan Human Rights Organization (OMDH), Moroccan Human Rights Association (AMDH), and Moroccan Defense League of Human Rights (LMDDH). 

· How much pressure domestic human rights organizations can apply is questionable because of state restraints and internal problems with the organizations.

· Human rights organizations are also partially affiliated with political parties.  Associations have been approached and used by political parties and individuals for electoral and personal advancement (Such as labor unions and associations of writers and economists that are known to have sympathies for parties of the left and often serve as a forum for party activities).  

· The organizations continue to elicit criticism (directed at NGOs in general) regarding their limited membership; most are located within Rabat-Casablanca corridor.

Election Results
· Results of elections for House of Representatives on September 7, 2007:

	Party 
	Number of seats

	Istiqlal Party
	52

	Justice and Development Party (PJD)
	47

	Popular Movement Party 
	43

	National Rally of Independents
	38

	Socialist Union of Popular Forces
	36

	Constitutional Union
	27

	Party of Progress and Socialism
	17

	Front of Democratic Forces
	9

	Social Democratic Movement
	9

	National Democratic Party-Al Ahd Union (Joint List)
	8

	Al Ahd Party
	3

	National Democratic Party
	3

	PADS-CNI-PSU Union (Joint List)
	6

	Labor Party
	5

	Environment and Development Party
	5

	Party of Renewal and Equity
	4

	Socialist Party
	2

	Democratic Union
	2

	National Congress Party
	1

	Citizens Forces Party
	1

	Citizenship and Development Initiative
	1

	Party of Renaissance and Virtue
	1


· Voter Turnout: 37%, the lowest in the history of Moroccan national elections.
· Results of elections to parliament’s upper house on September 8, 2006:

· The governing majority (dominated by the Independence Party and the Socialist Union of Forces for Progress) won two-thirds of the seats in partial elections. 
· The Islamist Party for Justice and Development did not win any of the 90 seats.
· These elections are seen largely as a formality because the vote is limited to local councils, trade unions, and administrative bodies. 
· Moroccan newspapers highlighted the scarcity of women among the candidates for the upper house; of 667 candidates only 17 were women. 
· The Assembly has 270 members who serve nine-year terms. Every three years elections are held for 90 seats
· Results of elections for House of Representatives on September 27, 2002:



	Party 
	Number of seats

	Socialist Union of Popular Forces 
	50

	Istiqlal Party
	48

	Justice and Development Party (PJD)
	42

	National Rally of Independents
	41

	Popular Movement Party: 
	27

	National Popular Movement 
	18

	Constitutional Union
	16

	National Democratic Party
	12

	Front of Democratic Forces
	12

	Party of Progress and Socialism
	11

	Democratic Union
	10

	Social Democratic Movement
	7

	Democratic Socialist Party
	6

	Al Ahd Party
	5

	Alliance of Freedoms
	4

	Reform and Development Party
	3

	Unified Socialist Left
	3

	Moroccan Liberal Party
	3

	Citizenship Forces Party
	2

	Environment and Development Party
	2

	Independence and Democracy Party
	2

	National Ittihadi Congress
	1

	Alliance of Liberties
	1


· Voter turnout: 52%.

· Results of municipal elections on September 12, 2003:

	Party 
	% of seats

	Istiqlal Party 
	17

	Socialist Union of Popular Forces
	15

	National Rally of Independents
	12

	Justice and Development Party
	2.6


· Voter Turnout: 54% (down from 75% in the 1997 municipal elections).

· The 2002 legislative and 2003 municipal elections were considered the most transparent in Morocco since 1963.  All political parties were given equal access to public media, the ministry of interior launched a nationwide voter education campaign and domestic monitors were permitted to observe the elections for the first time.  But serious problems continue to undermine the electoral process.

· Fraud is prevalent in parliamentary elections.  Electoral competition suffers from various forms of manipulation including vote buying, administrative interference, orchestration from above, and limitations on the degree to which candidates can run in the constituencies of their choice.

· The elections to the House of Counsellors are set after those to House of Representatives, which allows the dominant parties and the administration to correct unforeseen political balances.

· In an attempt to lower the political profile of Islamists following the May 16 Casablanca terrorist bombings, for which Moroccan authorities claimed the PJD shared “moral responsibility,” the monarchy reportedly pressured the party to run a very limited number of candidates. Fielding candidates in only 18% of Morocco's 1,544 municipalities, the PJD won just 593 seats, or 2.6% of all seats nationwide. The party managed to elect 16% of its candidates and to poll well in its strongholds of Casablanca and Rabat, a performance that the PJD leadership described as “winning.” 
Constitutional Revision

· The king and parliament have the right to initiate a revision of the constitution.  The king may also submit an amendment directly to referendum.  A proposal for revision submitted by one or more members of one of the two houses is adopted only if voted by a two-thirds majority of the members in the house concerned.  A revision of the constitution becomes definite after approval by referendum.  

· The articles of the constitution on the monarchy, and Islam may not be revised.

· A constitution was adopted in 1962 and revised in 1970, 1972, 1980, 1992, and 1996.  The 1992 amendments created a Constitutional Council and parliamentary investigation committees and also reduced the age for full legal citizenship from 21 to 20.  The 1996 amendments created a bicameral legislature.

· Each constitutional revision was designed by the king and ratified by popular vote.  This confirms the pre-eminence of the monarchy and its control over other political institutions—legislative, executive, or judicial.

Corruption

· Corruption is pervasive and systemic in Morocco.  Polls conducted by local and foreign groups indicate that an overwhelming majority of Moroccan entrepreneurs continue to consider corruption the primary obstacle to investment and economic development.  
· Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index 2007 ranks Morocco 72nd out of 180 countries.
· Political parties have been caught in major corruption scandals. 
· The Moroccan government made the fight against corruption official in 1999.  The Good Management Pact (Pacte de Bonne Gestion or PBG) was introduced to serve as a reference guide for civil servants in the implementation of administrative reform.   
· Transparency Maroc, a local branch of Transparency International was allowed to publicize its findings in a speech to Parliament in October 2000.  

· In 2002, independent newspapers began to report overtly about official corruption.
· The cabinet enacted new anticorruption laws and empowered a new ministry of civil service and administrative reform to monitor the misconduct of civil servants. 

· In 2001, the government promised the creation of an independent body to monitor corruption. Though the body initially envisioned never materialized, another authority, the Diwan al-Madhalim, was created late that year and was endowed with some oversight functions in the area of corruption.  

· The measures have targeted petty corruption without touching the deep political roots of corruption and the entrenched interests of the armed forces, big business, and the monarchy.  The government has suppressed allegations of corruption in the military.

· Political pressure groups joined to form Network of Associations for the Fight Against Corruption in 1998.  The network encompasses more than 40 associations including the most prominent, active, and successful advocacy groups: Transparency Maroc, Maroc 2020, Moroccan Association of Attorneys, Moroccan Professional Association of Lawyers, Democratic Association of Moroccan Women, Union for Women’s Action, Espace Associatif.

Ratification of International Conventions

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR) on May 3, 1979. 

· PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=-"International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) on May 3, 1979

· The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) on June 21, 1993

· The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) on December 18, 1970

· The Convention of on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on June 21, 1993

· The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on June 21, 1993. 
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