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KUWAIT
	At A Glance
	

	Population, July 2006 est.
	2,418,393 (including 1,291,354 non-citizens) 

	GDP Per Capita (PPP), 2006 est.
	$21,600

	Human Development Index Rank, UNDP, 2006
	33 (out of 177 countries)

	Freedom House Rating, 2006
	Partly Free

	Political Rights
	4

	Civil Liberties
	5

	Freedom of the Press Rank, Freedom House, 2006
	116 (out of  194 countries)

	Corruption Index Rank, Transparency International, 2007
	60 (out of  180 countries)
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Updates and Forthcoming Events 
· Kuwait's Popular Action Parliamentary Bloc expelled on February 19, 2008 two of its members, Adnan Abdulsamad and Ahmed Lari, for publicly mourning Hizbollah militant Imad Mughniya as a martyr. The bloc condemned the two MPs for participation in the rally to mourn Mughniyah, “who brutally killed two Kuwaitis during the [1988] hijacking” of a Kuwaiti plane. The two MPs remain in the legislature but face prospective lawsuits by Kuwaiti citizens. Click here for more information.

· Controversy over gender segregation returned to the forefront in Kuwait after liberal MPs submitted a draft bill on February 5, 2008 to allow coeducation. Kuwait’s first university segregation law, which required the public system to be segregated, was passed in 1996 and implemented in 2001. The second law, which requires private universities to be segregated, was passed in 2000 and has not yet been fully implemented due to the high cost of building separate facilities for men and women. Islamist MPs insist that gender segregation is required by Islamic law and in turn are campaigning for a full implementation. A senior liberal MP, Ali al-Rashid, reportedly received death threats over the proposal. Click here for more information.

· Reporters without Borders issued a statement on February 11, 2008 calling on the Emir of Kuwait to clarify a proposed draft law for regulating the internet. Minister of Communication and Islamic Affairs Abdulla al-Muhailbi announced on February 6 that the cabinet would soon propose a law that would allow the government to monitor and regulate websites and blogs. Click here for more information.

State Institutions/ Separation of Powers
· The State of Kuwait is a hereditary Emirate. 

· Constitution approved  and  promulgated on November 11, 1962 (English Text, 

Arabic Text).

Executive branch

· The emir is the head of state. He:

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=-"
· Appoints the prime minister and two deputy prime ministers.

· Appoints and dismisses other ministers in consultation with the prime minister.

· Can adjourn the National Assembly for a period not exceeding one month and may also dissolve the National Assembly and call for new elections within two months. 

· May issue decrees which have the force of law, provided that they are not contrary to the constitution or to the budget law. 

· Initiates laws and promulgates them.

· Appoints and dismisses civil, military and diplomatic officials.

· Can declare defensive war and martial law by decree. Such decrees are referred to the National Assembly within fifteen days. Martial law may not continue unless a decision to that effect is made by a majority vote in the Assembly.

· Can conclude treaties by decree but must submit them to the National Assembly for ratification.

· Can grant a pardon or commute a sentence; general amnesty can only be granted by law.

· Is “immune and inviolable” according to Article 54 of the constitution.  Thus he is beyond any political criticism or accountability.

· Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah became emir on January 29, 2006 after the death of Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah, emir of Kuwait since 1977. 
· The death of Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad Al Sabah sparked a succession struggle within the ruling al-Sabah family. The Kuwaiti parliament played a significant role in ending the political crisis by invoking a 1964 succession law and voting unanimously to remove Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah for health reasons. 

· The prime minister:

· Is appointed by the emir.
· Sheikh Nasser al-Muhammad al-Sabah became Prime Minister on February 7, 2006.
· The crown prince:

· Is appointed by the emir.

· Sheik Nawaf al-Ahmad al-Sabah (the emir’s brother and former interior minister and deputy prime minister) became crown prince on February 7, 2006.

· The offices of crown prince and prime minister were separated in 2003 for the first time since independence.
· The Council of Ministers (official Arabic website):

· Is appointed by the emir on recommendation of the prime minister.

· Is responsible to the emir.

· Has control over all ministries and formulates government policy.

· Deliberations of the Council of Ministers are secret. Resolutions are passed only when the majority of its members are present and with the approval of the majority of those present. In case of a tie, the Prime Minister’s vote is decisive.

· Resolutions of the Council of Ministers are submitted to the emir for approval in cases requiring the issuing of a decree. 

· The ruling family controls the most important ministries: Interior, Defense, Foreign Affairs, Energy, Planning and Administration
· The current cabinet was appointed on March 25, 2007 after the previous government resigned in a move observers believe was aimed at avoiding a no-confidence motion against Health Minister Sheikh Ahmad al-Abdullah al-Sabah.  Ten MPs presented the motion in February over suspected financial and administrative breaches at the ministry. The reshuffle replaced the minister, but key portfolios—foreign affairs, defense, interior, labor and social affairs, and oil—remain unchanged.  They are headed by members of the ruling Sabah family.
Legislative branch

· The Unicameral National Assembly (Majlis al-Umma), created in 1963: 

· Is made up of 50 members elected for a four-year term and of 11-16 ministers who are not elected but who sit as ex-officio members. Elected officials may also serve in the cabinet, in which case the number of ex officio members is reduced accordingly. Five electoral constituencies each elect ten members to the legislature. In each district, the ten candidates with the highest number of votes win the seats, even though they may receive less than a majority of the votes.

· Can initiate legislation.  Promulgation of laws takes place within thirty days of their submission by the National Assembly to the emir, after being confirmed in the Assembly by a two-thirds majority vote. This period is reduced to seven days in case of urgency. Such urgency is decided upon by a majority vote of the members of the National Assembly. If the period of promulgation expires without the head of state demanding reconsideration, the bill is considered as having been sanctioned and is promulgated. Laws are published in the Official Gazette before they become effective.

· Can overturn any of the emir’s decrees made during dissolution of the assembly.  The parliament can also veto a law proposed by the government.  No law may be promulgated unless it has been passed by the National Assembly and sanctioned by the emir. Decrees issued by the emir are referred to the National Assembly within the fifteen days following their issue if the Assembly is in session. If the Assembly does not confirm them, they retrospectively cease to have the force of law.

· Can question and withdraw confidence from ministers and the cabinet. Withdrawal of confidence from a minister takes place by a majority vote of the members of the Assembly excluding ministers. The question of confidence in the prime minister may not be raised before the National Assembly but if the National Assembly decides that it cannot work with the prime minister, the matter is submitted to the emir. The emir may either remove the prime minister from office and appoint a new cabinet or dissolve the National Assembly.


· The National Assembly elects a speaker and a deputy speaker from among its members. The speaker has the power to convene sessions; establish and modify the agenda; organize the debates and set speaking times; examine the admissibility of bills and amendments; and bring items outside the agenda to the floor. He draws up the budget of the Assembly and submits it to the Bureau of the National Assembly. He is also consulted by the head of state prior to the appointment of the prime minister.

· The government draws up an annual draft budget comprising the revenue and expenditure of the state, and submits it to the National Assembly for discussion and approval, at least two months before the end of the fiscal year (article 159 of the Rule of Orders). The Financial Control Diwan (Audit Bureau) is attached to the National Assembly and assists the government and the National Assembly in controlling the collection of state revenues and the disbursement of its expenditures within the limits of the budget. The Audit Bureau submits an annual report to both the government and the National Assembly.  It has no judicial competence.

· Despite the presence of the appointed members, the assembly demonstrates considerable independence and often votes against the government.

· Although political parties are not allowed there are parliamentary blocs. The main parliamentary blocs are: The Islamic Constitutional Movement (ICM); the Salafi Movement; the National Democratic Movement (NDM); the Kuwait Democratic Forum (KDF); and the Shi’i National Islamic Alliance (NIA).
· From 1976 to 1981, the National Assembly was suspended and after elections in 1981 and 1985 it was again dissolved.  New elections for the National Assembly were held in 1992 fulfilling a promise made by the emir during the period of Iraqi occupation.
· In 1999, the emir issued several decrees dealing with women's suffrage, economic liberalization, and citizenship. The National Assembly later rejected all of these decrees as a matter of principle and then reintroduced most of them as parliamentary legislation. In October 2003 the cabinet approved draft legislation granting women full rights to vote and run as candidates in elections. The measure did not receive parliamentary approval and therefore did not become law.  Finally on May 16, 2005 parliament passed a government-sponsored bill to amend the electoral law to grant women the right to vote and to run for office. The vote passed 35 to 23 with one abstention, only two weeks after parliament had denied women the right to participate in municipal elections. Islamist and conservative MPs added a clause requiring women to “abide by Islamic law when voting and campaigning”. Women will be able to exercise their new political rights for the first time in the 2007 parliamentary elections. 
· The Kuwaiti parliament is a member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU).
Judiciary

· Kuwait’s legal system is based on the Egyptian model and combines British common law, Islamic law, and the Ottoman civil code.

· Judges are appointed by the emir acting on the advice of the Supreme Judicial Council. The government must approve the renewal of most judicial appointments.  

· Judges who are citizens have lifetime appointments. A significant number of judges are non-citizens with 1 to 3 year renewable contracts.  Contracts for non-citizen judges are concluded with the Ministry of Justice.

· Supreme Judicial Council

· The Supreme Judicial Council administers the judiciary and consists of the President and Deputy of the Court of Cassation; the President and Deputy of the Court of Appeal; the Attorney General, the President of the al-Kulliyya Court; and the Deputy Minister of Justice. The Council is almost exclusively judicial in character except for the deputy minister of justice. 
· The SJC, at the request of the Minister of Justice, has the authority to review all matters related to the appointment, promotion and transfer of judges and members of the public prosecution.
· A 1966 reform significantly strengthened the role of the SJC in its dealings with the executive. Since this reform the Ministry of Justice is required to consult with the SJC on budgetary issues and the Council gives its opinion not only to the Ministry but also to the parliament (that approves the budget). 
(     Courts
Civil Courts:


Courts of First Instance

· Subdivided into administrative units with specialized jurisdictions: civil, commercial, labor, personal status, penal matters, etc. 

· Personal status cases are not assigned to a separate sharia judiciary; instead, sections of the civil courts are designated to hear personal status cases.  For Muslims, the courts rule on the basis of codified Sunni law or Shi’i law depending on the litigants. Non-Muslims are governed by their own laws. 

· Rulings are issued by a panel of three judges except in cases in which the law provides for a single judge ruling.



Courts of Appeal
· Sit in panels of three judges.

· Serve as intermediate and final courts of appeal for cases that cannot be appealed to the court of cassation.


Court of Cassation

· Serves as the final court of appeal.

· Is divided into Commercial, Civil and Criminal Boards.

· The Court’s judgments are not legally binding on the lower courts but are normally respected.

· Rulings are issued by a panel of five judges.

Special Courts:

State Security Court

· Abolished in 1995.


Constitutional Court 

· Has exclusive jurisdiction to interpret the constitutionality of legislation and is empowered to rule on electoral disputes.
· Is comprised of five members who are chosen by the Judicial Council by secret selection and one reserve member who is appointed by decree by the emir. The members are all senior judges from the civil judiciary.
· The judgment of the Constitutional Court is binding on all lower courts.

Local Government

· The local government consists of:

· 6 governorates 

· 1 Municipal Council
· The governorates exist largely as administrative units for the central government. The governor is appointed by means of a decree for a period of four years which can be extended according to the Prime Minister's decision.  The governor is considered a representative of the executive authority. He contributes to supervising the execution of the state’s public policy.

· There is only one municipality in Kuwait but with many service branches in several areas. The Municipal Council was established in 1932.  It is composed of sixteen members, of whom: ten are elected and six appointed by the emir.  It includes five subcommittees that divide up administrative responsibilities.

· Municipal authorities control the administration of a number of public services (roads, urban planning, sanitation etc.) but they have little fiscal autonomy.

· The last Municipal elections took place in June 2005.  For the first time, two women are among the six members appointed by the emir.

· For municipality polls, Kuwait is divided into 10 constituencies each of which elects one member.

Rights 

Personal liberties

· The Kuwaiti constitution guarantees freedom of assembly, but this is restricted in practice.  Public gatherings require government approval.

· Freedom of opinion and expression and freedom of the press are guaranteed by the constitution within the limits of the law. 

· Freedom of religion and equality before the law are provided for in the Constitution but the government places some restrictions on these rights in practice.  The Government discriminates against the Shi’i minority, which represents about a third of Kuwait’s native population. Shi’a remain disadvantaged in the provision of mosques, access to Shi’i religious education and representation in upper levels of government.  There is one Shi’i Cabinet member, five National Assembly members and one elected member of the Municipal Council.

· Although the Constitution prohibits the “infliction of physical or moral injury on an accused person” some police and members of the security forces allegedly abused detainees during interrogation. 

· The Constitution states that “all people are equal in human dignity and in public rights and duties before the law” yet the legal status of between 110,000 and 150,000 bidoon residents remain unresolved.  Bidoon are Arabs who are residents in the country, some for generations, but who either lack or have failed to produce documentation of their nationality. Their undefined legal status is a result of state formation and the introduction of the European notion of citizenship in diverse and semi-nomadic societies where until recently the continuous movement of tribal peoples across the borders with neighboring countries was an accepted fact. The Bidoon of Kuwait are the largest such group. Since the mid 1980’s, the Government has discriminated against the bidoon in areas such as education, medical care, employment and mobility. In May 2000 the Government introduced legislation to attempt to resolve the issue of the bidoon. This included provision annually to extend citizenship to up to 2,000 bidoon who meet certain criteria.  In 2004 the government approved free education for all children of bidoon parents and announced that bidoon would receive free healthcare starting in 2005.  

· The New York-based organization Human Rights Watch provides a comprehensive overview of human rights developments in Kuwait.

Legislation regulating the exercise of rights

· Political Party Laws

· Political parties are illegal. De facto, formal political groupings form to support candidates for the National Assembly, and the candidates are usually organized along ideological lines

· The legal status of these political groupings is yet to be determined. The constitution does not pronounce on their legal position.  Although it does not explicitly approve the right to form political parties, article 45  gives organizations the “right to address the authorities” and some take it as a proof of the legitimacy of forming political parties.  The uncertain legal status of these political groups limits their effective functioning.

· Reforms Under Discussion

· Legalizing parties would require a constitutional amendment, which needs both a two-thirds majority support in parliament and the endorsement of the emir.  In 2004 a senior minister said that political parties would be allowed in the country at “one stage.”  On January 29, 2005 Sunni Islamist activists declared the creation of the first political party. The Secretary General of this new Umma Party, Hakem al-Matairi, said that the party was established to promote pluralism, transfer power through peaceful means, and accomplish the task of applying the provisions of Islamic Law (Sharia). The Kuwaiti government refused to license the new party and called in its founders for interrogation (later releasing them). 
· MPs from the liberal National Action Bloc proposed a draft political parties law on December 8, 2007. Political parties are illegal in Kuwait, although political groups act as de facto parties. The Kuwaiti constitution states that political parties should be allowed at some point in the development of parliamentary democracy. Click here for a summary of the draft law in Arabic.
· Electoral Law

· Kuwait’s cabinet approved a major electoral reform in July 2006 that reduced the number of electoral districts from twenty-five to five.  Proponents of the amendment had long argued that the larger number of constituencies allowed for vote-buying and that redistricting would reduce electoral corruption and make constituencies more representative.  Under the new law, each of the five districts will elect ten parliamentarians.  
· Election Law number 35 of the year 1962 Law was amended on May 16, 2005 to allow women to vote and run for political office.  Discussion on lowering the voting age from 21 to 18 or including military servicemen was postponed indefinitely.

· Until recently voting was restricted to males above the age of 21 who resided in Kuwait before 1920, their male descendants and the descendants of naturalized citizens. Furthermore, naturalized citizens cannot vote or seek election to the National Assembly for twenty years after naturalization.  As a consequence, only 130,000 people, about 15% of Kuwaiti nationals, had the right to vote. 

· Neither judges nor members of the uniformed services (i.e. police and military personnel) vote.

· Candidates for the National Assembly must nominate themselves and run formally as independents.  

· Law on Associations

· Law 24, issued in 1962, controls the political and legal framework within which associations in Kuwait operate.  According to Law 24 the Ministry of Social Affairs monitors associations that receive state subsidies. Amendments to Law 24 in 1965 prohibit associations from engaging in political activities. 

· Law 38 of 1964 guarantees the rights of workers and employers to form labor unions. The law states that any union must include at least 100 workers, 15 of whom must be citizens. The ILO has criticized this requirement because it discourages unions in sectors that employ few citizens.

· Media Laws

· The Kuwaiti parliament approved a new press law on March 6, 2006 by unanimous vote of the 53 MPs present at the session. The law, which, replaces the 1961 press and publications law, prohibits the arrest and detention of journalists until a final court verdict is delivered by the Supreme Court and allows citizens whose applications for newspaper licenses are rejected to sue the government in court (the 1961 law gave applicants the right to appeal only to the government itself). While the new law prohibits the closure of publications without a final court verdict, publications may be suspended for up to two weeks for investigation. It also bans jailing journalists for all but religious offenses, criticisms of the emir, and calls to overthrow the government, stipulating up to one year in jail for these offenses and fines ranging between US$17,000 and US$70,000. This last stipulation was the source of heated debate in parliament as liberal MPs called for abolishing all jail terms while Islamist MPs insisted that jail penalties must be greater for religious offenses.  

· The Ministry of Information runs the government press and the radio and television broadcasting stations. It operates the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) and the three stations of Radio Kuwait and the Kuwait Television station. The only privately owned Kuwaiti television station was launched in October 2004. Residents have access to satellite broadcasting without government interference.

· The Council of Ministers retains the authority to suspend newspapers.

· The General Organization of Printing and Publishing controls the printing, publishing, and distribution of informational materials.

· In 2003 the Ministry of Information issued new regulations that require Internet café owners to collect the names and civil identification numbers of customers.

· According to the annual Worldwide Press Freedom Index by Reporters without Borders, Kuwait ranks 63 of 169 countries.  The index runs from 1 (most press freedom) to 169 (least press freedom).

· Reforms Under Discussion
· The Prime Minister has recently stated that the government supports proposals to grant new licenses for daily newspapers but that the process has to be regulated. One of these regulations allows licenses to be issued only to public shareholding companies and not to individuals. 

· Personal Status Law

· The Kuwaiti constitution prohibits gender discrimination.

· Women still face some degree of legal inequality, largely in relation to personal status law. Women’s testimony is given less value in court proceedings. The father determines a child’s nationality. Women also face discrimination in divorce and inheritance decisions, but these rules vary in accordance with Shi’i and Sunni doctrine.

· The law forbids marriage between Muslim women and non-Muslim men.
Recent Government Initiatives Affecting Rights

· On May 1, 2006 Kuwait's Constitutional Court revoked 15 clauses of the Public Gatherings Law No. 65 of 1979, which restricted public gatherings without prior permission from the authorities. The court ruled the law unconstitutional because it violated freedoms stipulated in the constitution. The law was enacted in 1979 by a decree from the late emir after he dissolved parliament. Observers believe this ruling sets a precedent in Kuwait by challenging the emergency powers of the emir; historically the Constitutional Court has shied away from ruling on the constitutionality of laws issued in the absence of parliament.
· The government is considering changing foreign labor laws that create unfair conditions for Kuwait’s 1.8 million foreign workers.  One of the changes under discussion relates to the issue of “sponsors”.  The regulation requiring foreigners working in the private sector to have a “sponsor” restricts their movements and puts undue power in the hands of employers.  Kuwait has been cooperating with the ILO on changes to the sponsorship requirement.  The ILO proposed having one governmental or independent body to sponsor all expatriate workers and eliminate private sponsorship.
· In May 2005 Kuwaiti parliament members submitted a draft law to combat religious extremism and violence in the context of the violence that took place in the country at the beginning of the year.  The draft law bans the issuing of religious fatwas by individuals and calls for the setting up of a supreme council for fatwas and religion to be entrusted with issuing fatwas related to contemporary issues.  It also bans declaring any individual or group as infidels and proposes heavy jail terms for those carrying arms with the aim of using these against security forces or other people.

Political Forces

Political parties 

· Political parties are formally banned, but de facto political groupings usually form along ideological lines. Candidates officially run as independents. 
· Political Groupings:

· Islamic Constitutional Movement (ICM)

· Is a political affiliate of the Muslim Brotherhood movement.

· Is a Sunni Islamist movement.

· Calls for the implementation of Sharia law.

· Islamic Popular Grouping

· Sunni Islamist grouping.

· Umma Party (Hizb al-Umma):

· Established in 2005.

· Is the only political group that calls itself a party.

· Sunni Islamist salafi movement.

· Its founders were charged with plotting to overthrow the government.

· Islamic National Alliance :

· Main faction for Shi'a Muslims.
· Kuwait Democratic Forum 

· Is a group of Arab nationalists and pan Arabists, many of them deputies in recent parliaments, who pursue a secularist agenda and have often been critical of cabinet ministers. 
· National Democratic Alliance
· Secular progressives with liberal tendencies.

· Justice and Development Movement

· National Democratic Forum

· Tribal Confederations

Civil society

· The civil society sector is small and composed of public interest associations, trade unions, and informal groups such as cooperative societies.  

· There are 54 licensed official Non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The government uses its power to license as a means of political control.  There are hundreds of unlicensed and unofficial NGOs.  These do not receive government subsidies and do not have legal status.

· The government gives partial financial support to licensed NGOs and has the right to dissolve them at any time.

· The first official human rights non-governmental organization was established in 2004 when the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour granted a license to the Kuwait Human Rights Society, some 10 years after it was formed. 

· Cooperative societies informally perform civic as well as economic tasks. They purchase foodstuffs and household goods and distribute them through retail outlets. The cooperatives control more than 80% of the retail food market. Each Kuwaiti resident over 18 years of age is eligible to subscribe to the neighborhood’s cooperative societies. Subscribers are entitled to a share of the cooperative society’s annual profit, and all subscribers, including women, have the right to vote. To serve on the board of a cooperative is one way of developing a support base in a particular neighborhood and is a common step toward launching a campaign for election to the National Assembly. The Ministry of Social Affairs has considerable supervisory powers over these societies’ activities. 

· There are numerous informal meetings or Diwaniyas in homes. Their number has increased in recent years, and they play an important role in the political process. 

· Workers have the right to join unions, but the government has restricted this right by allowing only one union per occupational trade.  Workers have the right to organize and bargain collectively, but this is very rare in practice. Trade unions cannot be dissolved without a court ruling.

· Worker’s Unions are treated as para-statal organizations, which receive government subsidies (as much as 90% of most union budgets) after vetting and approval by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor.  The government’s oversight powers tend to erode union independence.

· The expanded unions tend to benefit only citizens employed in the public sector, while expatriate workers continue to face restrictions.  Non-citizens cannot vote within unions or be elected.

· Trade unions: Less than 4% of the workforce was part of a union in 2003.  

· Kuwait Trade Union Federation 

· Bank Workers Union

· Kuwait Airways Workers Union

· Kuwait Oil Company Workers Union 

· Kuwait Ports Authority Workers Union

· General Confederation of Kuwaiti Workers

· Syndicates exist within various ministries:

· Syndicate of the Workers in Ministry of Health

· Syndicate of the Workers in the Ministry of Education and Higher Education

· Syndicate of the Workers in Municipality 

· Syndicate of the Workers in the Ministry of Public Works 

Election Results

· Results of elections for the National Assembly on June 29, 2006:
· Islamic Bloc: 17 seats

· Independents (mostly pro-government): 16 seats

· Popular Bloc: 9 seats

· National Action bloc (liberal): 8 seats 

· Voter turnout: 65%.
· Click here for detailed results.


· For the first time in Kuwait’s history women were allowed to vote and run in elections, but none of the 28 women among a total of 249 candidates won a seat. Women comprise 57% of Kuwait’s 345,000 voters. 


· A parliamentary committee established in July 2006 to investigate electoral violations declared that it has evidence of government interference in the June parliamentary elections.
· Results of municipal elections held on June 1, 2005:

· 54 candidates ran for ten seats in ten different constituencies.  Tribal candidates won six seats, businessmen won two and Shi’a and Sunni Islamist candidates won one each. Of the 10 members, three retained their seats of 1999, while a fourth was a member of the 1995 council.

· Voter turnout was around 50%, 11% lower than in the 1999 elections. 

Constitutional Revision

· The emir or one-third of the National Assembly have the right to propose revising provisions in the Constitution by amending, deleting or adding new ones. If the emir and the majority of the National Assembly approve the principle of revision and its subject matter, the Assembly debates the bill article by article. Approval by a two-thirds majority is required for the bill to be passed. 

· The provisions relating to the emiri system in Kuwait cannot be amended.  The provisions relating to the principles of liberty and equality cannot be amended except to increase their guarantees.  

· Article 173 of the Constitution states that the law specifies the judicial body (the Constitutional Court) competent to decide disputes relating to the constitutionality of laws and regulations.  The Government and the interested parties can challenge the constitutionality of laws and regulations before the Constitutional Court.  If the Constitutional Court body decides that a law or a regulation is unconstitutional, it is considered null and void.
Corruption

· Kuwait has no special commissions or institutions charged with eliminating corruption.

· Although anti-corruption initiatives are taken up by the legislature, their actions are not integrated into a comprehensive national strategy.

· A new agency of civil service and performance evaluation has been established.

· In January 2003, the Higher Committee for Economic Development and Reform undertook a survey in conjunction with the World Bank that probed public attitudes about government decision-making, including issues of governance, corruption, privatization and public sector reform.
· Parliament’s Legal and Legislative Committee unanimously approved a draft law in January 2006 requiring top government officials and MPs to disclose their wealth before assuming office and after leaving their posts as part of a measure to combat corruption.

· Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index 2007 ranks Kuwait 60th out of 180 countries. 
Ratification of International Conventions

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR) on May 21, 1996.

· PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=-"International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) on May 21, 1996.

· The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) on March 21, 1996.

· The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) on October 13, 1968.

· The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on September 2, 1994. (with a reservation for conflicts with Islamic Law)

· The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on October 21, 1991.
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