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use, further complicating India’s conventional
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Implications for Indian Strategy

The risk of war arises primarily from terrorism emanating from Pakistan. If India
does not intend to put military boots on Pakistani soil in response to a terrorist attack, which could

trigger Pakistani nuclear use, then India has no need for tactical nuclear weapons.

India would

need significant investments in military hardware, software, and an array of enabling capabilities to
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There is little basis for confidence that additional nuclear capability can resolve this challenge.

Use-or-lose pressures on Pakistani military commanders would grow if India
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acquired these weapons, making unintended escalation likelier.

There is a tendency in India to announce or publicly discuss operational

new countermeasures.



