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Russia has articulated its national objectives
in specific South Asian countries, such as
fighting drug trafficking in Afghanistan,
capitalizing on India’s economic growth, and
working with Pakistan, but it lacks a cohesive
South Asia strategy.

Developing relations would benefit both
countries, but there are obstacles to closer
cooperation. Moscow does not want to
provoke India, Pakistan’s regional rival; a
history of conflict has damaged Russian-
Pakistani trust; and security concerns make
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The Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace is a unique global network of policy
research centers in Russia, China, Europe,

the Middle East, and the United States. Our
mission, dating back more than a century, is
to advance the cause of peace through analysis
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Steps Russia Can Take to Improve Relations

Instead of pursuing different interests in each
country, Moscow should formulate a coherent, overarching regional strategy to better address threats
from South Asia.

nt and c ion with

4
decisionmakers in government, business,

. and civil society. Working together, our
of issues. centers bring the inestimable benefit of

Increasing ties between representatives of the Russian multiple national viewpoints to bilateral,
regional, and global issues.

economic institutions in both countries will help further endeavors to deepen cooperation on a range

and Pakistani power structures will build trust, promote transparency, and boost confidence in the
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should not alter the regional balance of power or provoke India.

Informing the Pakistani audience of Russian positions and
projects in South Asia will help Moscow build trust with regional countries and make its policy more
transparent and predictable.



