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Steps Turkey Should Take

The state should formulate
and manage a neutral policy on culture and the arts reflecting Turkey’s vast ethnic, linguistic, and
religious diversity.

A nongovernmental-organization-driven forum composed of
cultural associations, filmmakers, civil society organizations, academics, and other cultural actors should
be created. It would allow all concerned stakeholders to freely discuss cultural issues, to define an
agreed upon concept for Turkey’s cultural policy, and to consult on issues of tolerance and coexistence
in this field.

In a liberal-democracy
framework, the ruling party should avoid imposing its preferred lifestyle and value system on the entire
society and recognize that diversity benefits the country.

Legitimacy that stems solely from ballot-box results is
not sustainable in an advanced democracy. Dialogue and consensus should be built systematically at
local and national levels.
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