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HARD AID: FOREIGN AID IN THE PURSUIT OF
SHORT-TERM SECURITY AND POLITICAL GOALS

Facing serious crises in the Middle East and beyond, Washington is again turning to foreign ABOUT THE AUTHOR

aid to help advance urgent short-term security and political priorities. This so-called hard aid v
entails goals and challenges that are distinct from traditional development and humanitarian in Carnegie’s Democracy and Rule of
aid programs, but Washington is relying on existing aid systems and structures to pursue such Law Program. His research focuses on
work in crisis countries like Syria and Yemen. While this ad hoc approach is administratively and the intersection of American foreign

politically convenient, it reduces strategic effectiveness and undercuts long-term development assistance and foreign policy.

efforts. Both legislative and executive action should be taken to redress these failings.

Ramifications of the Current Approach
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* Are there sufficient resources to achieve these clearly delineated strategic goals?
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* The prioritization of immediate needs changes funding allocations and staff priorities.

Systems, strategies, and expectations

At present, the most effective tool
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It is not a substitute for military action or diplomatic engagement, and
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should be just one component of an effective overarching strategy.

Policymakers must identify clear

There must be greater appetite and reward for sensible risk taking. Administrative hurdles intended for CarnegieEndowment.org

traditional assistance should be modified as appropriate.
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