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Recommendations for Moscow

Russia must define its national security interests in the region more clearly and look for
opportunities to implement them.

Russian politicians should avoid referring to Eurasia as the post-Soviet space, since this fosters
distrust between Russia and Central Asian countries.

To maintain its influence, Russia should play a more active role in infrastructure projects in Central
Asia, an area in which it has started to yield to China. In particular, Russia could assist in solving the
problem of water shortages in Central Asia, which Moscow has essentially avoided in recent years

Russia’s competition with other actors in Central Asia should not close the door to cooperation
with them. Given the possibility that the Arab uprisings and the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Afghanistan could spread instability to Central Asia, cooperation between powers operating there
will be key.

Identifying potential sources of crises and other issues that jeopardize peace and stability in the
region, such as unregulated migration from Central Asia to Russia and the radicalization of Islam,
is now more important than ever. Russia should make its migration policy clear and acceptable to
its partners in the region, and it should cooperate with them to fight extremism.
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