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“Relations between Russia and the West are at the center of Carnegie’s attention. Fifteen years 
ago, we responded to the great transformation taking place in Russia by opening the Carnegie 
Moscow Center. Since then the Center has become one of the region’s leading institutions on 
the issues central to Russia’s domestic evolution and international relations spanning politi-
cal, social, economic, energy and security concerns. The work has been more informed than most 
because it involves views and efforts from Russia, the U.S. and Europe. For the last several years 
that work has been further enriched by the launch of Carnegie’s New Vision, adding offices in 
China, the Middle East and Europe. Most recently, the Euro-Atlantic Security Initiative, a high 
level commission involving Russians, Americans and Europeans, embodies the spirit and goals of 
the New Vision.”

Jessica T. Mathews
President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace



“…promote the spread of 
understanding and knowledge 
among the people of the United 
States; advance the cause 
of peace between nations; 
hasten the time when 
people will renounce war 
as an instrument of national 
policy; encourage and promote 
peaceful settlement of 
international disputes and 
the spread of international 
understanding and concord; 
help the development 
of international law 
and the adoption by all 
countries of its founding 
principles.” 

From the Carnegie Endowment’s 
Charter, 1910



The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace decided to open the Carnegie Moscow 
Center in 1992. In 1993, Russia’s first president, Boris Yeltsin, signed a decree allowing 
the foundation of the Center, and the Carnegie Moscow Center began work in 1994.

The aim of the  Endowment, founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1910, is to “…advance 
the cause of peace between nations; hasten the time when people will renounce war as 
an instrument of national policy; encourage and promote peaceful settlement of in-
ternational disputes and the spread of international understanding and concord; help 
the  development of international law and the  adoption by all countries of its found-
ing principles.” The  Carnegie Moscow Center seeks to achieve this aim by studying 
the most important issues for Russia and its relations with the international community,  
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creating forums for free debate on domestic and foreign policy and facilitating the Rus-
sian-American dialogue. 

During its first years, the Carnegie Moscow Center was involved primarily in organizing 
seminars and meetings. “Our office was friendly and welcoming,” recalls secretary Natasha 
Lastochkina, who now, as then, is the first to greet guests at the reception. “It combined 
Russian warmth with a Western work style: unconditional politeness towards each oth-
er, punctuality and reliability.” The Center had only a small team back then. “We worked 
unbelievably hard,” recalls the Center’s veteran office manager, Alexey Kotov. “There were 
seminars from morning till evening.” We rented two small rooms in the former Komso-
mol building on Bolshoi Zlatoustinsky (formerly Bolshoi Komsomolsky) Alley. The Cen-
ter then moved to Sadovaya-Samotechnaya Street in the Mosenka Plaza building and, in 

1997, to its current premises on the corner of Tverskaya Street and 
the Boulevard Ring. 

The idea of a research center absolutely independent from the state, 
and with an international staff, was something very new for Russia at 
that time. “In the 1990s, the Carnegie Moscow Center was unique,” 
notes Alexey Malashenko, a member of the Center’s Research Coun-
cil. “There was nothing like it. We provided a forum for discussions 
and debates. It was a romantic time, a time of genuinely broad-based 
dialogue to which the Center was better suited than other institu-
tions.” Guests included Mikhail Gorbachev, Yegor Gaidar, Anatoly 
Chubais, Galina Starovoytova, Gennady Seleznev, Gennady Zyu-
ganov and Vladimir Zhyrinovsky. Parliamentary deputies, ministers 
and presidents of the CIS countries all came to speak. 

“People from different political parties, including very senior of-
ficials, accepted our invitations,” says Andrei Ryabov, a member of 
the Center’s Research Council. “The seminars in which they took 
part were lively and the discussion was always open and frank. To 
use the old Soviet cliché, the seminars always left ‘a feeling of deep 
satisfaction’ because we could see in practice the real contribution 
we were making to creating a tolerant political culture.” 

Leading Russian and foreign scholars were hired to head the Cen-
ter and its programs, assisted by program coordinators. One of 
the Center’s objectives was to serve as an example for other research 

organizations in Russia. Of course, it was an ambitious goal to demonstrate an example 
of independent research, honest, objective and comprehensive analysis and open dialogue. 
The  Center’s experience was used in establishing other independent Russian centers. It 
helped Tatyana Maleva, formerly a senior expert at the Carnegie Moscow Center, to set up 
the Independent Institute of Social Policy, which she has directed since its founding.

“The Carnegie Moscow Center is one of the best places I’ve ever worked,” says Alexei 
Arbatov. “It’s hard to compete with the  Center in terms of organizing research work, 
the  administrative and financial conditions, the  creative atmosphere and the  relations 
between staff members. Study, research and intellectual exchange all flourish here, and at 
the same time, scholars have what they need most of all: complete freedom and time to 
think, write and read, and all of the support departments and assistants are focused on 
giving us the best possible conditions for this work. At the same time, we see the young 
people here growing, turning from assistants into specialists in their own right. I think 
the Center is a model that all research organizations in Russia today could use, including 
the Academy of Sciences.”   

“Some day in the future, researchers explor-
ing the state of public awareness in Russia in 
the first decade of the twenty-first century 
will come across an exceptional and out of 
the ordinary phenomenon, namely, the intel-
lectual, scientific and civic role played by 
not entirely institutionalized discussion 
and creative political analysis centers. 
Of course, there are more such centers in 
Moscow than in other Russian cities, even 
St. Petersburg. But these forums, these ‘infor-
mal colleges’, where people gather to reflect 
seriously on the future and prospects for 
Russia and the world, are all very differ-
ent. The Carnegie Moscow Center is one of 
the worthiest. Discussion here is generally 
conducted on a very high intellectual level. 
This is reason to express great respect and 
gratitude to the people who organize this 
work.” 

Viktor Shey nis
Principal associate, Institute of World 
Economy and International Relations

Member of the First Congress of People’s 
Deputies of Russia

Deputy in the first and second Russian State 
Dumas
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Gradually the Center began to broaden its work, setting up events not only in Moscow, 
but also in other Russian cities and regions, and then in neighboring countries. Major 
conferences on development issues were held in Georgia and Turkmenistan. Confer-
ences on refugees and the role of civil society and religion in multi-ethnic and multi-faith 
societies took place in Kazan, Ufa, Vladikavkaz, and Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan). Recent years 
have seen conferences and seminars in Sweden, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan, 
as well as in many Russian cities including St. Petersburg, Astrakhan, Orenburg, Arkhan-
gelsk, Nalchik and Irkutsk. 

The Center entered a new phase in its de-
velopment with the arrival of Rose Gotte-
moeller as director in January 2006. Before 
taking this new job, she was deputy secre-
tary of energy in the  Clinton administra-
tion. Along with her administrative du-
ties as the  Center’s director, she was also 
co-chair of its Nonproliferation program. 
She organized a forum on energy security 
and a discussion forum on the Iranian nu-
clear issue. Her time in Moscow coincided, 
however, with a difficult period in the Center’s work. A native of California, Rose arrived 
in Moscow in the middle of a particularly bleak winter. Soon after, a restrictive new bill 
on non-governmental organizations was drafted. Her main achievement was not simply 
preserving the Center, but helping it to consolidate its position as a professional and inde-
pendent organization.   

Rose Gottemoeller was instrumental in arranging visits to Moscow by influential interna-
tional politicians, public figures and prominent members of the scientific community. Her 
work helped make the Center practically the only organization in Moscow representing 
the full spectrum of views.  

“Of course, it’s better to hear outside opinions on our work,” comments Lilia Shevtsova, 
a  member of the  Center’s Research Council. “We take a  sober view of ourselves and we 
know where we have succeeded and where we have not quite managed. I think that one of 
our achievements is that we understand how to stay consistent in our positions and in our 
commitment to diversity of opinions in our own environment, no matter what the political 
situation. We have created an atmosphere of discussion and dialogue, which, regrettably, has 
failed to take hold in the society in which we 
continue to work. But we hope that the ideas 
and principles we defend will sooner or later 
become the defining features of the Russian 
political and intellectual discourse.”  

Former scholars of the  Carnegie Moscow 
Center have gone on to hold senior posi-
tions in Russian and international state 
organizations, academic institutions and 
commercial companies. Our co-workers 
over the  years have included president of 
the Center for Strategic Developments Mikhail Dmitriev, former deputy minister of eco-
nomic development and trade; Yevgeny Gavrilenkov, chief economist at a major Russian 
investment company Troika Dialog and head of the Department of Applied Macroeco-
nomics at the Higher School of Economics; Dmitri Vasiliev, executive director of the Rus-
sian Institute of Corporate Law and Management, deputy president of the Russian energy 
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giant RAO UES, and former chairman of the Russian Federal Securities Commission; 
Ksenia Yudaeva, chief economist at Sberbank, Russia’s largest bank; Vasily Mikheev, cor-
responding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences; Galina Vitkovskaya, member of 
the Russian Federal Migration Service’s Public Council; and Irina Kobrinskaya, a senior 
researcher at the Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of World Economy and Interna-
tional Relations. Alexei Titkov, Peter Topychkanov, Alexei Sidorenko and Sergei Barinov 
came to us as young researchers and have now become mature professionals, teaching, 
regularly getting published and frequently commenting on events in the media. Several 
of our senior staff members have been invited to take up important posts in the Obama 
administration: Rose Gottemoeller is representing the United States at strategic arms re-
duction talks as assistant secretary of state, and Michael McFaul, who worked with us in 
Moscow in 1995–96, has been appointed special assistant to the  president on the Na-
tional Security Council.  

Former interns at the Center are now doing well in their work all around the world. Jef-
frey Mankoff joined the American Council on Foreign Relations and wrote a book en-
titled Russian Foreign Policy: the Return of Great Power Politics. Alexander Annayev from 
Turkmenistan works as a consultant at the Risks Department at Deloitte in Moscow. Inga 
Saikkonen from Finland left to defend her doctoral thesis at Oxford with the aim of then 
entering the civil service in her own country. Jennifer Arcila, from a Colombian family 
living in New York, joined the international telecommunications company GSM Systems, 
where she is in charge of developing new projects in Eastern Europe and Russia. David 
Zohrabyan began graduate studies at Moscow State University’s Department of Interna-
tional Politics and founded the Stanford U.S.-Russia Forum. 

We see our 15th anniversary not just as a cause for retrospective analysis, but also as an 
important moment for forecasting future developments in Europe. Our anniversary coin-
cides with a number of other important dates, from the 20th anniversary of the organiza-
tion of the first partially free elections in the USSR to the 20th anniversary of the revolu-
tions in Eastern Europe and the fall of the Berlin Wall. As part of our celebration, we are 
holding a series of Diplomatic Evenings at the Center, at which ambassadors from differ-
ent countries speak on the future of international relations. 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s work is not limited to just research activities in Russia. 
Its staff also sees it as their mission to help the wider world gain a better understanding of 
Russia and what is happening here and promote the kind of dialogue between Russia and 
the West that would facilitate Russia’s integration into the European community. 

One of our most important new projects is the  Euro-Atlantic Security Initiative  
(EASI), which aims to help develop a new inclusive security architecture that would over-
come the  differences between Russia and European institutions and take into account 
the military, political, economic and other interests of Russia and other countries not in-
cluded in the Western community, while at the same time preserving the security achieved 

in Europe through the  development and consolidation of Euro-
pean institutions over the last 20 years.  

In 2010, the  Carnegie Endowment for International Peace will 
mark its centennial. At the start of the 20th century, Andrew Carn-
egie believed that the world could be made a better place through 
the spread of knowledge and international cooperation. At the Car-
negie Moscow Center we try to put these ideas into practice. 

“For the past 15 years, in good times and bad, 
Carnegie has been the place where both 
Russians and Americans could get together 
and talk frankly and freely with each other. 
When our relationship was difficult, when 
we were talking at each other and not with 
each other, Carnegie participants reminded 
us of our common interests and helped get 
the relationship back on track.” 

John Beyr ly 
U.S. Ambassador to Russia
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In 2007, the Carnegie Endowment announced its New Vision as the world’s first internation-
al and ultimately global think tank. It implied the creation of a network of offices in various 
countries employing staffs of homegrown experts to study solutions to a wide range of press-
ing political, social and economic issues. The objective behind the new global positioning 
was to break through narrow national perceptions of the world, help people listen to each 
other and ensure that different points of view are heard. Alongside the office in Washington 
and the Carnegie Moscow Center, operations were added in Beijing, Beirut and Brussels. 

The Carnegie Moscow Center has served as a  model for the  other Carnegie centers 
in the Carnegie Endowment’s transformation into a global think tank. The New Vision 
has helped to strengthen the  Center’s place as a  regional hub within the  Endowment. 

2

The New Vision: the Center’s tasks  
and principles
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As a leading global think tank, the Endowment seeks to contribute to global security and 
prosperity. It is the Carnegie Moscow Center’s task to ensure that Russia takes full part in 
global debates on these issues. 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s mission is to:
·  Contribute to improved U.S.-Russian relations, as well as Russia’s relations with other 
countries, through greater knowledge in the world of Russia’s policy interests, goals and 
developments, and vice versa;
·  Embody and promote the concept of disinterested policy research and debate in Russia, 
the other post-Soviet states and Eurasia; 
·  Provide a neutral open forum for debate on the most pressing issues facing Russian and 
Eurasian development and international security;
·  Foster intellectual cooperation between scholars and political experts in Russia, other 
countries of the former Soviet Union and other parts of the world to help find solutions for 
the most burning social and political issues. 

In the words of the director of the Carnegie Moscow Center Dmitri Trenin, “the New Vi-
sion is an incentive for us to take a big step forward and start thinking and acting on a global 
scale. As part of the growing Carnegie family, the Carnegie Moscow Center will help influ-
ential voices in Russia, the new Eastern Europe, the Baltic region, the Caucasus and Central 
Asia to participate more actively in discussions at the global level, and at the same time it 
will get the Russian expert community involved in the debate on the global agenda.” Our 
“area of responsibility” is Russia, the CIS countries, the Baltics and the entire Eastern and 
Central European region, as well as Russia’s bilateral relations with other countries, includ-
ing Japan, India, other Asian and Middle Eastern countries and so on.  

In Moscow as in Washington, Carnegie as a global think tank continues to be defined by 
political independence and first-rate scholarship, combined with high-level experience in 
government and other sectors and a sharpened focus on real-world outcomes. As important 
as the expanded geographical presence it brings, the New Vision entails a commitment to 
developing innovative approaches to policy research all along the production chain from 
methodology to outreach, in order to bring envelope-pushing recommendations to deci-
sion makers in government, business, civil society and international institutions around 
the world. The Internet is an important tool, multiplying our ability to reach key audiences 
while engaging broader audiences in debates on global issues.

Global positioning implies international reach, knowledge sharing and exchange of infor-
mation on best practices with the other Carnegie offices. The Carnegie Moscow Center 
teams Russian experts with researchers from all over the world – including Carnegie’s cen-
ters in China, the Middle East and Europe – the Carnegie Moscow Center being no less 
important as a resource for Carnegie-Europe than the Washington headquarters.  

The Think Tank Index, compiled by researchers at the University of Pennsylvania in 2009, 
named the Carnegie Moscow Center the best think tank in Russia and Eastern Europe. 

The  index, developed on the basis of a comprehensive survey of 
several thousand scholars and experts, was the first global rating of 
think tanks focusing on public policy, economics, social issues, se-
curity and ecology. The index placed the Carnegie Moscow Center 
top among 514 think tanks in Russia and Eastern Europe. 

“I can’t think of other foundations that 
share this approach. The fact that Carnegie 
has tested and done in Russia for so long and 
is now beginning to establish in other parts 
of the world is a very positive development.”  

Kofi Annan
UN Secretary General (1997–2006)

Member of the Board of Trustees  
of the Carnegie Endowment  
for International Peace 
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The Carnegie Moscow Center’s primary focus is on the  fundamental problems facing 
Russia today, alongside international policy issues, such as U.S.-Russian relations, the eco-
nomic crisis, nuclear weapons proliferation and global climate change. Research is driven 
by the Center’s programs and their respective chairs, each of whom develops their own 
annual and long-term agendas and budgets for studies, conferences, seminars and publi-
cations. With rigorous analysis and an open mind, we constantly seek to reach new audi-
ences in Russia’s expert community and the public at large.

Diverse viewpoints are brought to bear at roundtables and working group meetings held 
by the  Center. Field research, including an ongoing program to monitor democratic  

3 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s research:  
“eternal spirit of the chainless mind...” 
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“The Carnegie Moscow Center plays a very 
important part in developing and support-
ing professional communication between 
analytics and experts in domestic and for-
eign policy, the economy, regional develop-
ment, the social sector, and in the sphere 
of the development of non-governmental 
and non-profit organizations. The numerous 
conferences, seminars and roundtables at 
the Center enable specialists in these fields 
to freely exchange opinions, take part in 
interdisciplinary discourse and joint discus-
sions of possible factors, forecasts and sce-
narios for developments in our country and 
abroad, and promote greater understanding 
of the views of specialists in different fields 
on the major problems facing Russia and 
the globalizing world. The Carnegie Moscow 
Center has become one of the few organiza-
tions helping to form a set of common values 
and criteria for assessing professional activ-
ity in Russia’s expert community.” 

Vladimir R imsk y
Head of the Sociology Department

INDEM Foundation

development in Russia’s regions, as well as public opinion surveys conducted together 
with partner organizations, bring new facts and insight to the fore.

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s Research Council comprises all of the Center’s research-
ers, as well as select experts from outside the Center. Meetings of the Research Council 
provide an opportunity for lively debate on important issues of the day, including do-
mestic and international affairs, such as nuclear disarmament, social and economic is-
sues, the financial crisis and corruption. Presentations are made by Council members and 
invited speakers from other organizations. 

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the  Carnegie Moscow Center 
do not propagate a consolidated position on issues of public importance, and the Cen-
ter’s scholars often espouse divergent views. The  independence of its experts is one of 
the  organization’s founding principles: Carnegie experts are to be independent from 
the  management, from official ideology, and even from each other. The  Center’s con-
ferences, seminars and publications present the opinions not of the organization itself, 
but of the authors and speakers, and these opinions are not necessarily shared by their 
colleagues. But at the same time, we do share a set of common values based on liberal 
and democratic principles. The differences of opinion on tactical and sometime strategic 
issues are discussed constructively as part of our open dialogue, and while opinions may 
not change, the debate is nonetheless deepened.  

As a think tank, the Carnegie Moscow Center is not involved in politics or advocacy. 
It is vitally important for us, however, that our research has public significance and 

a  practical dimension, and that its results can be realistically 
used to help find solutions to real problems. Our goal is that our 
work should help to produce visible improvement and that our 
efforts make a real contribution to rebuilding Russian-American 
relations, educating the public, and strengthening international 
security. 

The results of our research are presented in the Center’s publica-
tions, discussed at our own events and at conferences and seminars 
held by other organizations, which invite our experts to speak. In 
2009, Carnegie Moscow Center scholars took part in more than 
600 conferences and seminars, provided over 600 briefings and 
consultations to political and public figures and gave some 70 pub-
lic lectures at universities. Many of our colleagues have taught 
abroad and currently teach at leading Russian universities such as 
Moscow State University, Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations (MGIMO) and the Higher School of Economics.
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The Carnegie Moscow Center hosts seminars, conferences and lectures, roundtables 
and working groups. Meetings and discussions take place almost every day in the two 
conference rooms of the Center on Tverskaya Street, with a total of up to 150 events 
a year. Speakers at these events include our own experts, as well as prominent figures 
from Russia and its neighbors, the  United States and other countries, representing 
a wide range of political views, from market-oriented liberals to statist conservatives 
and orthodox communists. The  subjects addressed at the  Center’s conferences and 
seminars reflect the broad range of issues and challenges facing Russia and the world 
over the last 15 years, from resetting the U.S.-Russian relationship and developments 
in the post-Soviet space to solutions to the economic crisis and inter-ethnic conflicts 
to preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons. The pace of events dwindles some-

4 

The Center’s conferences and seminars:  
where East meets West
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what over the summer period and during the New Year holiday season, but then picks 
up again, sometimes up to several a day, often simultaneously in our two conference 
rooms. 

Not long after we moved into the building on Tverskaya Street, the main conference 
room was outfitted with modern acoustic equipment. It now has a  system with sev-

eral microphones, and, since 2005, we have been able to make 
high-quality recordings of the  events and post the  audio files 
along with event news and texts of presentations on the Center’s 
website. In 2008, video-broadcasting equipment was installed 
in the small conference room and is used actively for video-con-
ferences with the Carnegie Endowment and the other Carnegie 
offices, as well as with journalists based in Washington.  

Many organizations have partnered with the Carnegie Moscow 
Center in joint research, events and publications, including: 
various institutes of the Russian Academy of Sciences, the PIR 
Center, the  Liberal Mission Foundation, the  Center for Eco-
nomic and Financial Research at the  New Economic School, 
the  Institute for Urban Economics, the  INDEM Foundation, 
the  New Eurasia Foundation, the  Institute of Contemporary 
Development (INSOR), the  Moscow State Institute of Inter-
national Relations (MGIMO), the  Institute for the  Economy 
in Transition, the Moscow School of Political Studies, the Gor-
bachev Foundation, the Russian Union of Industrialists and En-
trepreneurs, the American Chamber of Commerce, the Brook-
ings Institution, the RAND Corporation, the American Political 
Science Association, the James Baker Institute (United States), 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House – 
Britain), the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and the Heinrich Böll 
Foundation (Germany) and many others. We have gained from 
our cooperation with some of the  big names in Moscow’s re-
search community, including the late Vladlen Martynov, Alex-
ander Dynkin and Nodari Simonia from the Institute of World 
Economy and International Affairs (IMEMO), Sergei Rogov 
from the Institute of the U.S. and Canada of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences, Nikolay Shmelev from the Institute of Europe, 
Vitaly Naumkin from the Institute of Eastern Studies, Mikhail 
Titarenko from the Institute of the Far East, Ruslan Grinberg 
from the Institute of Economics and others. 

Some of the most prominent politicians and experts from Rus-
sia and neighboring countries have spoken at the  Carnegie 
Moscow Center, including Dmitry Medvedev, who at that time 
headed Vladimir Putin’s election campaign; the first president 
of Kyrgyzstan Askar Akaev; foreign minister Sergei Lavrov; 
former Duma deputy and interior minister general Anatoly Ku-
likov; atomic energy minister Alexander Rumyantsev; foreign 
minister of Armenia Vardan Oskanian; presidential adviser on 
economic affairs Andrei Illarionov; head of the  Alfa financial 
and industrial group Mikhail Fridman; presidential aide and at 

that time head of the presidential administration’s Expert Department Arkady Dvork-
ovich; Duma deputy and finance minister in 1997–1999 Mikhail Zadornov; presi-
dent of the Liberal Mission Foundation and academic supervisor of the Higher School 

Memorable events of the last 15 years

1995 Meeting on citizenship issues with represen-
tatives from CIS countries 

1996 Conference: Rethinking U.S.–Russian  
Relations 

Presentation by different Russian political parties 
of their platforms and daily press conferences in 
the run-up to and after Russia’s presidential election 

1997 Roundtable with Madeleine Albright and 
Strobe Talbott on NATO Expansion and U.S.–Russia 
Relations 

1998 Conference: Social Policy at the Start of 
the Twenty-First Century

1999 Strategic Forum Project. Russia and the EU 
Countries. EU Strategy Towards Russia

2000 Moscow International Nonproliferation 
Conference

Presentation by different Russian political parties 
of their campaign platforms. Meeting of heads of 
foreign diplomatic missions and foreign media with 
Dmitry Medvedev who ran the electoral campaign 
for Vladimir Putin

2001 Conference: The Cuban Missile Crisis and 
the Nuclear Risk Today

2003 Second Moscow International Nonprolifera-
tion Conference

U.S.-Russian Energy Summit

2004 Celebration of the Carnegie Moscow 
Center’s 10th  Anniversary Conference: Prospects 
for Russia
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of Economic Yevgeny Yasin; chairman of the  Presidium of the  Council on Foreign 
and Security Policy (SVOP) Sergei Karaganov; chairman of the  board of the  Insti-
tute for Contemporary Development Igor Yurgens; head of Yukos at the time Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky; the late director of Russia’s leading public opinion research center Yury 
Levada; Russian liberals Irina Khakamada, Boris Nemtsov and Grigory Yavlinsky, who 
at that time headed two main Russian democratic parties, the Union of Right Forces 
(SPS) and Yabloko; then deputy chairman of the  State Duma 
Committee on Constitutional Law and State-Building Alexei 
Mitrofanov; president of the  Politika Foundation Vyacheslav 
Nikonov; the  RF commissioner for human rights Vladimir 
Lukin; president of the  Dynasty Foundation Dmitry Zimin; 
former general director of United Machine Building Plants and 
presently state minister of Georgia Kakha Bendukidze; deputy 
foreign minister of Azerbaijan Araz Azimov; world renowned 
Russian writer Vladimir Voynovich and prominent political sci-
entist Andronik Migranyan. 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s foreign guests over the  years 
have included former British prime minister John Major; 
prince Turki al-Faisal (Saudi Arabia); former prime minister 
and foreign minister of Sweden Carl Bildt; U.S. energy sec-
retary Samuel Bodman; U.S. secretaries of state Condoleezza 
Rice and Madeleine Albright; chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Richard Meyers; special adviser to the secretary of state 
Strobe Talbott; assistant secretary of state for international se-
curity and nonproliferation Stephen G. Rademaker; assistant 
secretary of state John Bolton; then U.S. ambassador to Russia 
William Burns; director of the National Security Agency under 
the Reagan administration William Odom; former U.S. secre-
tary of defense Robert McNamara; Norwegian foreign minis-
ter Jonas Gahr Store; U.S. undersecretary of defense for policy 
Eric Edelman; U.S. assistant secretary of state for European and 
Eurasian affairs Daniel Fried; Republican senator Richard Lu-
gar, a member of the U.S. Senate’s Committee on International 
Affairs; former attorney-general and foreign minister of Aus-
tralia Gareth Evans; former Japanese foreign minister Yoriko 
Kawaguchi; the ambassadors of various countries to Moscow; 
member of the European Parliament and one of the authors of 
the  EU constitution Daniel Cohn-Bendit; head of the  Israeli 
Defense Ministry’s missile defense organization Uzi Rubin; 
former chairman of the  U.S. Defense Policy Board Advisory 
Committee Richard Perle; former under-secretary-general of 
the  United Nations Marrack Goulding; former U.S. senator 
and co-chairman of the  Nuclear Threat Reduction Initiative 
Sam Nunn; director of the EU-Russia Center in Brussels Fraser 
Cameron; and prominent historian and professor at New York 
University Alexander Yanov.   

These meetings have provided Russian politicians, experts, 
businesspeople, diplomats, military officials, journalists and 
academics, representatives of different currents in contem-
porary Russian political life, with a  unique chance to exchange views freely among 
themselves and with their foreign colleagues. People representing the broadest range 
of religious and political views take part in the Center’s events. “Armenians and Azer-

2005 Events dedicated to Russia’s presidency of 
the G8: series of seminars and video-conferences 
with the participation of Rose Gottemoeller, Dmitri 
Trenin, Mark Medish and Andrew Kuchins 

2006 Energy Security Forum: series of confer-
ences, seminars and roundtables and speech 
and press conference by U.S. secretary of energy 
Samuel Bodman 

2007 Celebration of the tenth anniversary of 
Pro et Contra, conference on the main subject of 
the issue, the power of oil and gas 

Conference: The Successor’s Burden

Series of roundtables as part of the Path to Eu-
rope project: with the participation of diplomats, 
foreign ministry representatives, experts and 
journalists from Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Slovenia, and East Germany 

2008 Festival marking the 200th anniversary 
of the establishment of U.S.–Russian diplomatic 
relations, including a symposium on the 50th anni-
versary of Russian-American scientific and cultural 
exchanges, a speech by Russian foreign minister 
Sergei Lavrov, and a roundtable on the 15th an-
niversary of the Nunn-Lugar Program

Conference on corporate philanthropy, attended 
by members of the Carnegie Endowment’s Board 
of Trustees 

2009 Video-conference in the run-up to Barack 
Obama’s visit to Moscow with the participation 
of Dmitri Trenin, Lilia Shevtsova and James Collins 

Live web-cast on the Carnegie Moscow Center’s 
site of the speech at Carnegie-Europe by NATO 
secretary general Anders Fogh Rasmussen  

Celebration of the Carnegie Moscow Center’s 15th 
anniversary. Conference: 20 Years Without the Ber-
lin Wall: Breaking Through to Freedom 
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baijanis, Ingush and Ossetians, Georgians and Abkhazians have all sat down together 
here,” says Alexey Malashenko. “Discussion has not always been easy, but as a  rule, 
the representatives of the different sides in the conflicts have spoken with regret about 
the  tragedies that have taken place. Only on one occasion did we have to actually 
separate the parties to the debate.” 

Our Washington office also regularly hosts conferences and seminars with speakers 
from Russia, the CIS and other post-Soviet countries. Speakers at the Carnegie Endow-
ment in Washington have included the  presidents of the  three Baltic states, Ukraine 
and Kyrgyzstan; former Russian prime minister and now director of the  Institute for 
the Economy in Transition Yegor Gaidar; former Armenian prime minister turned op-
position leader Aram Sargsyan; former Georgian prime minister Zurab Nogaideli; for-
mer Georgian prime minister and, for a period, acting president Nino Burdzhanadze; 
Russian foreign minister Sergei Lavrov; Russian finance minister Alexei Kudrin; foreign 
minister of Kyrgyzstan Kadyrbek Sarbaev; former ministers in the Kyrgyzstan govern-
ment Askar Aitmatov and Edian Karabaev; the last Soviet foreign minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh; Georgian foreign minister Grigol Vashadze; foreign minister of Kazakh-
stan Marat Tazhin; Russian ambassadors Sergei Kislyak and Yury Dubinin; presidential 
adviser to Putin Mikhail Lesin; the RF commissioner for human rights Vladimir Lukin; 
member of the Russian Federation Council Mikhail Margelov; head of a major Russia in-
dustrial holding Interros Vladimir Potanin; president of the Supreme Arbitration Court 

of Russia Anton Ivanov; Russian Constitutional Court 
judge from 1991 to 2002 Tamara Morshchakova; member 
of the  Public Chamber of the  Russian Federation Genri 
Reznik; speaker of the  Ukrainian Parliament Vladimir 
Litvin; and other prominent political and public figures 
from Russia and neighboring countries.  

“I can hardly imagine intellectual life in Moscow 
without the Carnegie Moscow Center. It is one of 
the very few organizations that bring together 
the highest political and intellectual elites from 
America, Europe, and Russia to discuss the contempo-
rary world and Russia’s place in it. In Russia’s transi-
tion to a free and civil society, the role of the Carn-
egie Moscow Center is invaluable.”

Yelena Nemirovsk aya
Director of the Moscow School of Political Studies 
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The Carnegie Moscow Center and the media:  
always in the news

The Carnegie Moscow Center is a  recognized newsmaker. If you drop into 
the Center on a weekday you will almost certainly see journalists with their sound 
equipment or TV cameras, plugging in their cables, getting their recording equip-
ment ready, setting up the  lighting. Articles and comments by Carnegie Moscow 
Center’s experts are published or broadcast almost daily in the media in Russia and 
abroad. 

Experts from the  Carnegie Moscow Center also write regular columns in leading 
Russian and international media: Maria Lipman in The  Washington Post, Nikolay 
Petrov in Russia’s most popular English-language daily The Moscow Times, and An-
drei Ryabov in Russia’s leading Internet publication Gazeta.Ru. 
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I believe that for the media, Carnegie 
Moscow Center’s work is an excellent and 
inspiring example of honesty, objectivity 
and balanced assessment. It is an example 
of in-depth analysis of political, economic 
and social issues. I think this is why global 
television channels, print media and news 
agencies always call on experts from 
the Carnegie Moscow Center to comment on 
various events in international and Russian 
life. Voice of America is one of these media 
outlets, and I hope that this will also make 
an important and useful contribution to 
promoting understanding and developing 
the Russian-American dialogue.

Vadim Massalsky 
Moscow Correspondent 

Voice of America’s Russian service

Our scholars publish more than 200 articles and interviews in the  Russian press and 
academic journals every year, more than 100 in the international media, and more than 
1,000 commentaries in the  Russian and foreign media. Experts from the  Center are 
called on more and more often to comment on events, despite the not always favorable 
outside circumstances. “We have an easy time working with the press,” says Natalia Bub-
nova, deputy director responsible for communications at the Center. “We don’t have to 
think about how to attract journalists’ attention. They come to us themselves. This is in 
large part due to the ‘star quality’ of our scholars, who are among the best specialists in 
their fields and are rapidly accessible for journalists.” We try to put journalists directly 
in contact with the experts on the relevant subject, and their articles or comments are 
printed immediately.  

“The independent position of our experts is particularly important today at a time when 
media commentators have lost a lot of their prestige,” says Andrei Ryabov. “What domi-
nates in many media resources today is not commentary but propaganda posing as com-

mentary, and ‘commentators’ are ready to give their views on any 
event or phenomenon at home or in the world, even if they are 
not very familiar with the subject.” 

We organize press conferences and briefings for journalists and 
hold live video and Internet conferences. We send out press re-
leases on the Center’s every new publication and on important 
Russian and international events to our regularly updated mail-
ing lists. We do not advertise, but the leading news wires publish 
information on our events. 
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The 15th anniversary has coincided with a transition of the Carnegie Moscow Center’s 
website to a  new platform. Along with offering a  wealth of resources on Russian and 
international issues, it gives users the ability to harvest and manage information. Today 
the website is becoming one of the Center’s primary tools of communication. 

Every day, the  site publishes articles and interviews by the  Center’s experts in Rus-
sian and English, reports on our events (along with documents from seminars, audio- 
and sometimes video recordings) and also contains the full texts of the Center’s more 
than 400 publications, available to users free of charge. Information on programs, staff 
members and subjects “In the Carnegie Spotlight” is updated regularly. The Center’s 
publications that appear in electronic version only are also all published on the website. 

6 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s website:  
new opportunities 
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“The Carnegie Moscow Center site stands 
out for its rich content and up-to-date in-
formation. It covers the hottest topics and 
responds quickly to events with the latest 
articles, interviews and web commentaries 
from the scholars of the Center, as well 
as reports on the Center’s events attended 
by prominent political figures – all posted 
on a daily basis. The website is very contem-
porary, and easy to navigate, the links are 
all active, and there is an optimum balance 
between text and pictures. The quality 
of the site’s translations will also keep 
English-language users happy.”  

Elena Malanova
UN Development Program

The website gives access to the Center’s archives, unique in their size and the wealth of 
their content.  

In 2007, the Carnegie Moscow Center established the new Regional Monitoring Site 
http://monitoring.carnegie.ru, which publishes monthly regional monitoring updates 
covering almost all of the  Russia’s federal districts, as well as reviews on issues such 
as the appointment of regional governors, local self-government reform, relations be-
tween the  authorities and business, regional and federal elections, and relations be-
tween the federal and regional authorities. 

The Center’s website has begun devoting more space to news. Starting in 2009, we have 
been presenting daily commentary by our experts on the latest news and events on our 
home page. Our news coverage aims more at rapid response to events rather than try-
ing to cover all of the news in general, puts the emphasis on individual style rather than 
following one set pattern, and seeks an incisive and polemical rather than an academic 
tone.  

In the  words of the  site’s editor, Anna Golubkova, who works with the  various texts, 
“We try constantly to make the site more relevant and use the latest technologies such 
as RSS feeds and podcasting to give users greater opportunities for searching for and 
working with the site’s content.” The new technology also makes it possible to send more 

information from our site to the  sites of the  Carnegie Endow-
ment and our regional offices and vice versa. Since 2009, we have 
been broadcasting some of our video-conferences on the website. 
Starting in 2010, users will be able to discuss materials published 
on the site in the interactive format that has already been used by 
the Regional Monitoring website. 

Washington’s respected National Journal named the Center’s web-
site one of the ten best Internet resources on Russia. The number 
of site visits is constantly growing. We hope to use its uniquely 
abundant content and new technological possibilities to double 
the number of visitors over the next year. 
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The Carnegie Moscow Center’s publications – 
strength in diversity

Publications, along with conferences and seminars, are one of the Center’s main forms 
of activity and are the domain of our marketing manager, Veronica Lavrikova. Over its 
15 years, the Carnegie Moscow Center has released some 500 publications of various 
sorts, including original and translated works: collections of essays, monographs, refer-
ence materials, books, brochures, Working Papers, Briefings and our quarterly journal  
Pro et Contra, totaling around 30 publications a year. They are all prepared on the basis 
of independent research carried out through the Center’s programs, with our scholars 
involved either as authors or compilers and editors. Our publications cover a broad range 
of the most important issues in contemporary policy, including Russia’s development 
and its place in the modern world, the role of civil society and religion in the post-Soviet 
space. Russia’s relations with the United States and other countries, hot spots and ethnic 
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conflicts in the former Soviet republics, international security and nonproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction.  

During its early years, the Carnegie Moscow Center addressed the shortage of reference 
works in Russian by publishing materials on issues such as ethnic identity, the economy 
and Russia’s relations with its neighbors, which were practically not covered in the lit-
erature available at the time. 

One of the  Center’s important projects in the  late 1990s was the  publication of 
the three-volume Russian Political Almanac, which included political, social and eco-
nomic data. The U.S. Almanac was used as a model, but whereas in the United States 
each new edition of the work simply updates and adds to the information contained in 
previous editions, in our case we had to collect all of the information from scratch. 

We coordinate work with our colleagues at the Carnegie Endowment in Washington 
so that books that we think worth publishing in English are translated and published 

in Washington, closer to the  English-speaking audience. Our 
books have also been published in many other countries includ-
ing: China, Poland, Latvia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Britain, Germa-
ny, Italy, the United States and Canada. 

In 2005, the Carnegie Moscow Center began publishing books 
in partnership with major Russian presses, selected through 
tenders. Thus, the publishing houses distribute our books com-
mercially, while delivering a  certain number to the  Center for 
our own use, allowing to achieve higher print-runs at lower cost 
and keeping readers better informed about our books, which are 
now available in bookstores, catalogues, on the Internet and at 
Russian and international book fairs.

We have also recently begun publishing series of books, the first 
of which is a collection titled Religion in Eurasia, published jointly with ROSSPEN 
Publishing House.

The Carnegie Moscow Center also publishes Working Papers and Briefings. The ma-
terials that the Center publishes as part of the Working Papers series give our readers 
timely access to the latest studies on domestic and foreign policy issues in Russia and 
the Eurasian region. The series publishes either interim results of studies or papers wor-
thy of readers’ immediate attention. 

The Center’s Briefings cover topical issues in Russian and international policy. They 
are intended for specialists and policymakers, as well as for a more general readership. 
The Briefings are based on research carried out by the Center and contain analytical 
conclusions and practical recommendations on different aspects of Russian domestic 
and foreign policy, economic policy and security. The Briefings are generally written by 
the Center’s experts and in some cases by specialists visiting the Center. 

In recent years we have also begun publishing reports, a timely and attractive way to 
bring readers relatively short texts. We have also begun releasing an increasing number 
of publications exclusively in electronic form, distributed freely by email and through 
the Center’s website. 

Carnegie’s publications give policymakers in Washington and Moscow an opportunity 
to see the world from a new angle rather than solely from the perspective presented 

“The Carnegie Moscow Center’s publications 
are authoritative and informative and help 
us in our work.”  

Pr ess service of the gover nor of 
the K r asnodar R egion

“All the diplomats working in Moscow recom-
mend that I turn to the Carnegie Moscow 
Center, as it is the best place in Moscow for 
publications and conferences.”  

R ambley Yatim
Councilor of the Embassy of Malaysia
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in the local media or by their country’s think tanks. We take into account global view-
points, not only Russian and American, but also European, Middle Eastern and Asian. 
This helps give shape to a more complex, but also more adequate picture of the world. 

The Carnegie Moscow Center’s publications are distributed at our presentations and 
seminars and sent out free of charge to major universities and libraries in Russia, Rus-
sian and international research centers 
and think tanks, media outlets, state bod-
ies and public organizations. We try to or-
ganize rapid and targeted distribution of 
our publications. In the words of Veron-
ica Lavrikova, “We give readers a unique 
chance to be the  first to learn the  views 
of leading experts on the most topical is-
sues and do all we can to get these views 
to the public as rapidly and efficiently as 
possible.” Each year we participate with 
a  stand at the  Moscow International 
Non/Fiction Book Fair and Exhibition, 
Russia’s main annual event for intellec-
tual literature. We host presentations for 
our newly published books at the Center 
itself, as well as at Moscow’s major bookshops and book clubs such as Biblio-Globus, 
Dom Knigi, and Bilingva. The full texts of all publications since 1998 are available on 
the Carnegie Moscow Center’s website, www.carnegie.ru.

Pro et Contra – approaching 15 years

Our journal Pro et Contra, devoted to topical Russian and international issues and 
published quarterly, has built up a reputation as one of Russia’s leading political peri-
odicals and, independent specialists attest, is the leading journal publishing expert as-
sessments. The journal was founded soon after the Center itself and will soon celebrate 
its 15th anniversary, too. It marked its 10th anniversary in 2006 by holding a conference 
with leading Russian and foreign experts and academics, as well as members of the dip-
lomatic, political and business communities. 

The journal’s founder and first chief editor was prominent essayist and political ana-
lyst Marina Pavlova-Silvanskaya, and its current chief editor is Maria Lipman, a well-
known journalist and specialist on domestic policy and civil society issues, who often 
contributes articles and comments to Russian and foreign media and writes Pro et Con-
tra’s editor’s column. 

A makeover in 2005 gave Pro et Contra a more modern design 
and brought it a wider readership, which alongside members of 
the expert community and politicians now also includes readers 
in private business, young professionals and broad range of peo-
ple interested in domestic and foreign policy issues. The  jour-
nal’s nearly 4,000 subscribers in 100 cities around Russia and 
abroad span different generations, political views and social 
backgrounds. Some readers have subscribed to the journal ever 
since the first issue and say it has always managed to maintain the highest academic 
standards over these 15 years. At the same time, new subscribers sign up regularly, dem-
onstrating that Pro et Contra remains topical, popular and in demand. 

“We have always admired Pro et Contra edi-
tors’ ability to focus on what really is the is-
sue of the day. Not yesterday’s issue, when 
the editorial plan was made, but today’s, 
when the journal reaches its readers.” 

Nepr ikosnovenn y Zapas  
No 4 (66), 2009
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The journal publishes articles by prominent Russian and foreign specialists, inter-
national experts, political analysts, economists and sociologists. As a  forum for free 
discussion on key aspects of modern public life, Pro et Contra offers readers a diverse 

analysis of domestic and foreign policy, 
the  economy, international relations, 
public life and political institutions. Rus-
sian themes are examined in the broader 
international context. 

Issues over recent years have addressed 
such hot subjects as the  situation in Af-
ghanistan and Russia’s position, the eco-
nomic crisis and its impact on the  po-
litical situation and regional politics in 
Russia, internal political processes in 
Iran, new forms of civic activism in Rus-
sia, elections and the  political system in 
the world and in Russia, the evolution of 
the world order and Russia’s and China’s 

place in it, the results of Vladimir Putin’s presidency, the formation of a civic national 
identity in Russia, the evolution of U.S.-Russian relations, local self-government, and 
conflicts on the post-Soviet territory and possible ways for their resolution. 

Conferences and presentations are held on the main topics of the various issues, bring-
ing together not only the authors and regular guests at the Carnegie Moscow Center, 
but also other leading Russian and foreign experts. 

All of the journal’s issues since 1998 can be found on the Carnegie Moscow Center’s 
website, including the full texts of articles in Russian and abstracts in English. Some 
issues have been translated into English and have also been published on the websites 
of the Carnegie Moscow Center and the Carnegie Endowment in Washington. 

The Carnegie Newsletter – a window on the world

Publication of the  electronic Carnegie Newsletter began in the  autumn of 2005. It 
is prepared each month in Russian and English and sent out to a  large number of 
subscribers in Russia and abroad. This electronic newsletter contains a  brief list of 

the publications and events at the Carnegie Moscow Center and 
the other Carnegie offices and is tied in to the most important 
public and political events in Russian and international life. You 
can subscribe to the Carnegie Newsletter on the Center’s website  
at www.carnegie.ru/ru/subscription-info.htm.

“We have processed all the past issues of Pro 
et Contra for our electronic library. When 
we tested the upload we could not resist 
the temptation to read the articles, and we 
have been pleased to see the high standard 
that you maintain at the journal.”

Tatyana Yudina
Project Director  
University Information System (UIS)
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The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs 

Foreign Policy and Security

One of the program’s main focuses is on the issues facing Euro-Atlantic security. It examines 
new ideas to help overcome differences between Russia and the West on problems such as 
NATO expansion, the situation in the Caucasus following the Georgian conflict, the de-
ployment of missile defenses in Europe, and energy security. A European security system 
that does not include Russia cannot hope to be stable. Russia’s integration into a common 
security system is also essential for its effective integration into the global economy, for its 
internal modernization and for its engagement with the global community in a way that 
benefits all involved. The Carnegie Moscow Center holds active discussions on this sub-
ject with Russian Security Council representatives, members of the Federation Council, 
officials from the Foreign Ministry and Defense Ministry, experts of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences and Russian think tanks, Russian and foreign armed forces representatives, 
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and journalists. In cooperation with the Carnegie Brussels office we also organize meetings 
and conferences in various European countries. This issue also made it onto the agenda of 
the conference marking the Center’s 15th anniversary and the 20th anniversary of the fall 
of the Berlin Wall.

“We need a  genuine strategic dialogue,” says Carnegie Moscow Center director Dmi-
tri Trenin who chairs the Foreign Policy and Security program. “I think that Russia ur-

gently needs it, too. Yet recognition of Russia’s role will be closely 
linked to the need for Moscow to learn how to take responsibility 
and build up its experience at joint action. So far, the West has 
often looked at Russia more in ideological or theological terms, 
but seldom in strategic terms. Serious dialogue with Russia would 
encourage the Americans and Europeans to start thinking about 
Russia strategically.” 

Activities on this program are carried out in cooperation with 
the Carnegie offices in Washington, Brussels, Beijing and Beirut. 
Many of the  Carnegie Moscow Center’s researchers are also in-
volved in research on foreign policy issues, including Lilia Shevts-
ova, Alexei Arbatov, Maria Lipman, Vladimir Dvorkin, Alexey 
Malashenko, Sam Greene, Natalia Bubnova and Peter Topych-
kanov, as well as colleagues in Washington: director of the Russia-
Eurasia program James Collins and Martha Olcott. 

Another important area of the  program’s work is Russia’s rela-
tions with neighboring countries. “One of the reasons why Russia 
has problems in its relations with Europe is that it is not ready 
to understand neighboring countries,” emphasizes Dmitri Trenin. 
“Russia will not have good relations with Europe unless it learns 
to understand Poland, Estonia and Latvia. The stereotype com-
mon here about a ‘power center’ headed by Moscow and the cli-
chés about ‘Russian imperialism’ widespread in the West do not 
reflect the situation quite adequately and do not help us to move 
forward.” The program draws up recommendations aimed at fos-
tering greater understanding between the various sides and over-
coming competition between Russia and the West in Eastern Eu-
rope, the South Caucasus and Central Asia. 

Recent publications:

Twenty Years After the Wall Fell: A Breakthrough 
to Freedom (in Russian and English, 2010)

Dmitri Trenin, ed. 

Solo Voyage (in Russian)
Dmitri Trenin

Post-Imperium: Russia and Its Neighbors  
(in English, 2010)

Dmitri Trenin

Getting Russia Right (in English)
Dmitri Trenin

The End of Eurasia: Russia on the Border Between 
Geopolitics and Globalization (in English)

Dmitri Trenin

Integration and Identity: Russia as the “New West” 
(in Russian)

Dmitri Trenin

Russia’s Role in Europe (in Russian and English)
Sven Hirdman

The Landscape of Russian Foreign Policy Decision 
Making (in English)

Dmitri Trenin and Bobo Lo 

Experts:

Dmitri  
Trenin

Alexei  
Arbatov

Lilia  
Shevtsova	

Natalia 
Bubnova

Sam  
Greene

Alexey 
Malashenko	

Maria  
Lipman	

Peter 
Topychkanov

Key achievements

When tensions in relations were exacerbated and 
official channels of communication proved insuf-
ficient, Carnegie provided a platform that filled 
the gap in contacts and helped create greater un-
derstanding between Russia and the United States 
and Russia and the West in general. Non-gov-
ernmental organizations’ efforts helped to bring 
the two governments’ positions closer together. 
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The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs

Russian Domestic Policy and  
Political Institutions

This program, chaired by senior associate Lilia Shevtsova, analyzes current political 
events and long-term trends in Russia’s political development, with a  particular focus 
on the evolution of political leadership and the political regime in Russia. The program’s 
focus has been changing along with the  situation in the  country. Lilia Shevtsova and 
her colleagues have devoted more attention in recent years to comparative analysis of 
post-communist systems and the links between domestic and foreign policy and between 
politics and the economy. “You cannot make sense of developments inside Russia in isola-
tion from the international context and without also studying how the issues of power 
and ownership intertwine,” Shevtsova says. Examination of the factors that affect Russia’s 
stability and determine its potential for transformation is an important part of the pro-
gram’s work. 
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Experts:

Lilia  
Shevtsova	

Nikolay  
Petrov	

Andrei  
Ryabov

Analysis of Russia’s political life also dispels common myths and clichés in Russia and 
the  West regarding Russia’s development. “We have to turn to recent history, too, and 
rethink the present,” notes Shevtsova. “Too often we have simplified reality and sometimes 
it is hard to abandon our errors and admit our mistakes, but only in this way can we under-
stand what is taking place in our country and society.”  

The program has published a number of monographs and collections of essays in Rus-
sian and English on Russia’s post-communist transition, the  Yeltsin and Putin periods, 
the particularities of Russia’s political regime, and the development of political systems 
in Central and Eastern Europe. These have included: The Lonely Power. Why Russia Has 
Not Become the West and Why the West Is Difficult for Russia; Russia – Lost in Transition. 
The  Yeltsin and Putin Legacies; Putin’s Russia and Yeltsin’s Russia: Challenges and Con-
straints. The program has also produced dozens of articles and essays for the international 
media and leading analytical journals. 

The program carries out joint projects with research organizations in other countries: in 
the United States, the Baltic states, Poland, Scandinavia, Britain, Germany, France and Aus-
tria. Lilia Shevtsova also works together with the Royal Institute of International Affairs 
(Chatham House, London) and the Institute for Human Sciences (Vienna/Boston). 

Together with the Liberal Mission Foundation, the program carried out the Path to Europe 
project, which over several years studied Central and Eastern European countries’ experi-
ence in transforming their societies. Politicians, public figures, diplomats and foreign min-
istry officials from these countries took part in discussions, the conclusions of which were 

published on the Center’s website and analyzed in the monograph 
Path to Europe, providing Russia with its first systematic study of 
the transition of the former communist countries of Europe. “This 
was the most fascinating project,” recalls Shevtsova. “We discussed 
the development issues facing the different Eastern European coun-
tries with these countries’ representatives. The  discussions were 
amazingly intensive, sometimes going on for 6-8 hours without 
a break. I hope that the reform experience our guests told us about 
will be of interest to the Russian audience.”      

The magazine Foreign Policy has listed Lilia Shevtsova as one of 
the world’s top 100 public intellectuals. She heads the Russia Glob-
al Agenda Council at the  Davos International Economic Forum. 
The Council discusses the main issues in Russia’s development and 
the possibilities for Russia’s greater integration into global process-
es. Lilia Shevtsova also participates in discussions on Russian issues 
at permanent forums, such as Women for International Security  
(WIIS), and is a member of this group’s executive committee.    

Carnegie Moscow Center experts Nikolay Petrov and Andrei Ry-
abov take part in the program, working actively on various aspects 
of Russian domestic political life. “I cannot even imagine how we 
could get by without close and friendly cooperation with our col-
leagues,” Shevtsova says. “The professional understanding between 
us and sense of camaraderie are probably our greatest strengths.” 
The studies the program produces are widely used by the diplomatic 
corps, journalists and universities in Russia and abroad to examine 
the development processes underway in Russia today.  

Recent publications:

The Lonely Power: Why Russia Has Not Become 
the West and Why the West Is Difficult for Russia 
(in Russian and English, 2010)

Lilia Shevtsova

Russia – Lost in Transition. The Yeltsin and Putin 
Legacies (in English)

Lilia Shevtsova

Path to Europe. Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, 
Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Roma-
nia, Slovenia, and East Germany  
(in Russian) 

Igor Klyamkin and Lilia Shevtsova, eds. 

Putin’s Russia. Revised Edition (in English)
Lilia Shevtsova

The Rise and Fall of Parliament: Watershed Years 
in Russian Politics (1985–1993). In two volumes (in 
Russian)

Victor Sheynis

Gorbachev, Yeltsin, and Putin: Political Leadership 
in Russia’s Transition (in English) 

Lilia Shevtsova and Archie Brown, eds.

Key achievements

Creating a platform for studying the long-term 
trends and possible development scenarios in Rus-
sia from a liberal perspective. 
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10 
The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs

Nonproliferation

This program’s primary objective over these 15 years has been to facilitate dialogue inside Russia 
and between Russia and the United States on issues concerning the nonproliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction. It has studied the problems related to the Iranian and North Korean nuclear 
programs, possible scenarios of how terrorists could get their hands on nuclear weapons, and 
measures to prevent such events from taking place. The program’s team includes leading Russian 
experts on disarmament issues: its chair, Alexei Arbatov, corresponding member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, and major-general (retired) Vladimir Dvorkin. The program coordinator, 
Peter Topychkanov, is also an expert in the field. 

Bilateral and multilateral dialogue on nuclear disarmament is now taking center stage. 
“Nuclear disarmament is not utopia but a  realistic goal, even if for a  more distant  
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future, and we need to work towards it now.” says Alexei Arbatov. “Nuclear disarma-
ment is a more effective guarantee for countries’ security than increasing arms stock-

piles.” The program examines a whole range of issues related to 
disarmament: strategic doctrines, missile defense, conventional 
weapons, space weapons, third countries’ nuclear weapons, and 
nonproliferation regimes and mechanisms. The  program also 
identifies and analyzes problems that the nuclear disarmament 
process could pose for specific countries, in particular for Rus-
sia. Such problems need to be brought to the attention of the au-
thorities and the general public, including those in Europe and 
the United States, through constructive dialogue. Regular meet-
ings, conferences and seminars with the participation of govern-
ment officials, members of the expert community and the media 
are organized to discuss these issues. 

The program has produced four reports on nonprolifera-
tion issues in specific regions: South Asia, Northeast Asia and 
the Greater Middle East, as well as a fundamental work Nuclear 
Weapons after the Cold War (published in Russian and English), 
and a series of books on various areas of military-technological 
development that pose the greatest threats: new weapons tech-
nologies, bioterrorism, and space weapons. The focus of the pro-
gram’s new book project (in Russian and English 2010) is on 
Resetting U.S.-Russian Nuclear Relations. Several new Briefings 
and articles issued by the program are dedicated to topical disar-
mament issues such as the replacement for the START-1 treaty, 
missile defense, the buildup of upgraded conventional weapons, 
and third countries’ nuclear weapons.   

Experts:

Alexei 
Arbatov
	
Vladimir 
Dvorkin

Peter 
Topychkanov

Recent publications:

Resetting U.S.-Russia Nuclear Relations  
(in Russian and English), 2010 

Alexei Arbatov and Vladimir Dvorkin, eds.

Outer Space: Weapons, Diplomacy and Security  
(in Russian and English) 

Alexei Arbatov and Vladimir Dvorkin, eds. 

Nuclear Proliferation: New Technologies, Weapons, 
and Treaties (in Russian and English) 

Alexei Arbatov and Vladimir Dvorkin, eds.

Combating Bioterrorism: Political, Technological, 
and Legal Issues (in Russian) 

Alexei Arbatov, ed.

At the Nuclear Threshold: The Lessons of North 
Korea and Iran for the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Regime (in Russian and English)

 Alexei Arbatov, ed.

Nuclear Weapons After the Cold War (in Russian 
and English)

Alexei Arbatov and Vladimir Dvorkin, eds.

Key achievements

Providing a comprehensive analysis of the whole 
range of issues related to preventing the prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons and their delivery means. 
Multilateral examination of the various aspects of 
the practical implementation of nuclear disarma-
ment objectives.
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11 
The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs

Society and Regions

This program is chaired by Nikolay Petrov and coordinated by Alexei Titkov, both lead-
ing experts on regional issues and civil society. Center associates contributing to the pro-
gram also include Maria Lipman, Andrei Ryabov, Sam Greene and Alexey Malashenko. 
The program studies the  interconnected economic and socio-political development of 
Russia’s regions and the current state of civil society in Russia. An “inventory” of the lat-
ter is taken by program experts, identifying trends and prospects for the consolidation of 
civil society and factors promoting or hindering its development.   

The program puts particular emphasis on elections as one of the most important demo-
cratic institutions. Elections at both the federal and regional level have always been a tra-
ditional subject for analysis at the Carnegie Moscow Center. The Center’s experts study 
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electoral systems and practices, above all at the regional level, as well as in other post-
communist countries, in particular Ukraine. 

The program’s work during the elections in 1996 and 2000 was particularly interesting. 
The Center invited representatives of all of the different political parties to present their 
campaign platforms at the Center. As Nikolay Petrov recalls, “In the spring and summer 
of 1996, we held weekly press conferences for the media, and on election night the whole 
place was buzzing and we were all watching the results coming in live from the campaign 
headquarters on the big screen and celebrating...” In 2000, one of the Center’s guests was 
Dmitry Medvedev, who at that time headed Vladimir Putin’s campaign. 

Starting in 2005, the  program began ongoing monitoring of the  socio-political devel-
opment of Russia’s regions. Monitoring initially covered nine regions, then ten. It now 
covers almost all of Russia’s seven federal districts, has established a network to collect 
data from regional experts, and developed a unique methodology for recording and pro-
cessing the information collected. The aim of this monitoring is to follow the develop-
ment of Russian society at the regional level, identify and analyze new trends and regional 
particularities in national patterns, and spot the emergence of new forms of activism and 
local institutions. The monitoring data are published on the Center’s website, and since 
2007, on the dedicated regional monitoring website Russian Society: Regional Dynam-
ics http://monitoring.carnegie.ru. The regional monitoring site was developed in-house 
and is only in Russian, yet the daily updated information that it offers is accessible to 
a wide range of specialists in Russia and abroad. The site’s interactive interface allows us-
ers to ask questions and take part in discussions on regional issues. 

Regional monitoring has become even more important with the global economic crisis, 
which has provoked seismic shifts in the economic, political and social landscapes of Rus-
sia’s regions that are difficult to ascertain from outside the regions themselves. Grassroots 

monitoring is combined with analytical activities “from above:” 
issuing “regional health ratings,” conducting Internet conferences 
on important events with the participation of experts from respec-
tive regions, and holding regular briefings for Russian and foreign 
journalists. In cooperation with the  Russian Union of Industrial-
ists and Entrepreneurs, field trips are organized to the regions and 
the  results are used to prepare monographs on the  relationship 
between the authorities, society and business. Alexey Malashenko, 
who works on another Carnegie program, has also taken part in 
these trips. What surprises Nikolay Petrov’s colleagues is that wher-
ever he goes in the regions, be it Irkutsk, Orenburg or Astrakhan, 
he is always at home and people know him “as well as the governor,” 
quote him, seek advice from him and are always ready to help him. 

For several years, the program has been studying possible scenarios 
for Russia’s future. These studies are now being tied into the work 
on the issues raised by the crisis and the transformation of the po-
litical system and political institutions. In our work in these areas 
we make use of the advantages offered by our position as a global 
organization that can draw on the experience of different coun-
tries and regions. Involving specialists from different disciplines 

also gives us the ability to conduct integrated analysis of all aspects of the investigated 
topics, including economics, politics and governance.  

Two working groups have been set up as part of the program: on development scenarios 
and on civil society. There is increasing cooperation with Russian and international think 

Recent publications:

Irregular Triangle: Power-Business-Society  
(in Russian) 

Nikolay Petrov and Alexei Titkov, eds.

Pathways of Russian Post-Communism (in Russian)
Andrei Ryabov and Maria Lipman, eds.

“Uniqueness” Instead of Modernization: Paradoxes 
of Russian Politics in the Post-Stabilization Era  
(in Russian)

Andrei Ryabov

Working Papers: “Revival of ‘Feudal’ Archaism in 
Modern Russia: Practice and Ideas” (in Russian),  
No 4, 2008

Andrei Ryabov

Briefing: “Governors’ Appointments: First Year 
Results” (in Russian), April 2006

Nikolay Petrov

Briefing: “Press Freedom in a Managed Democ-
racy” (in Russian), March 2006

Maria Lipman
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tanks and research centers working in these areas, such as MGIMO, INSOR, the Brook-
ings Institution and the Energy Research Group, as well as with the Center’s other pro-
grams and other Carnegie offices. 

The program studies the mechanisms of the so-called “managed” or “sovereign” democ-
racy and the  existing clans and elites, as well as the  forms of independent activity by 
the public and civic initiative or grassroots democracy. 

Cooperation with the  business community is also growing. We 
are studying the mood and behavior of business in different re-
gions and have agreements with the  heads of major companies 
and business associations on organizing joint events and expert 
meetings with business representatives, often in cooperation with 
our colleagues at the  Washington central office and Carnegie-
Europe in Brussels. 

Experts:

Nikolay Petrov

Maria  
Lipman

Alexei  
Titkov

Key achievements

The regional program has launched and manages 
a regional socio-economic and political monitor-
ing system, including a core of experts in Moscow 
and around the country who have been working 
with the Carnegie Moscow Center for a number 
of years. Based on nationwide studies and regional 
cases, the program has compiled and published 
numerous materials on the present condition and 
future potential of Russia in general, as well as on 
its regions, federalism, elections and the varied 
challenges to regional development. Numer-
ous conferences and seminars have been held in 
the capital and in other Russian cities.
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The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs 

Religion, Society and Security

The program focuses above all on socio-political developments in the Muslim regions of 
Eurasia. The program is co-chaired by Alexey Malashenko in Moscow and Martha Ol-
cott in Washington, with assistance from the program coordinator, Kristina Kudlaenko. 
Peter Topychkanov, coordinator of another program, is an expert in this field as well, 
with particular focus on Pakistan and India.  

Over the  last 15 years, the  program has studied the  emergence of new countries in 
the post-Soviet space, with special attention to the role that religion, ethnicity and other 
socio-cultural factors have played in this process. In recent years the  program has ad-
dressed the following topics: 



·  the influence of Islam on the social and political evolution of the post-Soviet societies 
of Central Asia, the countries of the Caucasus and Russia;  
·  the influence of nationalism on social processes; 
·  the sustainable development of the  oil-producing states of the  Caspian region and 
the formation of political and economic elites in post-Soviet countries;  
·  conflicts in the post-Soviet space.

“This program has always kept us working on conflicts,” says Alexey Malashenko. 
“Sometimes we found ourselves in the  center of the  storm. In Kyrgyzstan we got 
caught up in Operation Foreigner, as a result of which two of 
our colleagues from Uzbekistan were seized. We had to ap-
peal to the country’s leaders to get them freed. We spent ten 
hours on the  border between North Ossetia and Ingushetia. 
They did not want to let us cross. In Dagestan we personally 
measured the depth of wahhabite trenches. And of course, we 
have made many visits to Chechnya. I was present at each of 
the elections there.” 

Problems in Afghanistan and Iran have added to the program’s 
work over recent years. Two working groups were set up together 
with the Foreign Policy and Security program, and are the focus 
of new brochures and Working Papers on these subjects.  

Religion has always been in the  program’s spotlight. Seminars 
on the influence of religion in Eurasia have been held regularly 
for the last six years. The changes taking place are analyzed from 
the angle of Russia’s policies in the Muslim world. Considerable 
attention is given to studying Islam and its radical and reformist 
currents, as well as to the issue of religious education. We have 
published Alexey Malashenko’s monographs The Islamic Alter-
native and the  Islamist Project and Russia and Islam. The  pro-
gram also undertakes comparative analysis of radical Islamist 
trends in the Caucasus and Central Asia, looking at them in ref-
erence to similar currents in countries further afield. The result 
of all this work is a  series of books called Religion in Eurasia. 
Three books in the series have already been published: Religion 
and Globalization, Religion and Conflict and Twenty Years of Re-
ligious Freedom. The fourth book project focuses on Orthodox 
Christianity in the Post-Soviet Space which has seen its role in-
crease since the crisis began, partly as a result of the Orthodox 
Church’s deliberate policies, a  development that has met with 
a mixed response from representatives of Islam, one of Russia’s 
other main religions. 

Particular attention is given to the stability of Central Asian political regimes and new 
socio-political trends in the region. The program’s research aims to identify the key trends 
in various aspects of the  region’s public and political life and explore the  most signifi-
cant current events. This is especially important during a period of economic crisis; with 
its weak economies and high unemployment, Central Asia is particularly vulnerable to 
the crisis, and this could lead to upheaval and attempts by individual clans and political 
groups to start competing to increase their influence. In this respect, one of the program’s 
aims is to provide forecasts about where in the region radical Islamist movements might 
provoke another uprising, which, if supported by the local population and the Afghani-
stan-based Taliban, could seriously destabilize the situation.    

Recent publications:

Twenty Years of Religious Freedom in Russia  
(in Russian)

Alexey Malashenko and Sergei Filatov, eds. 

Ramzan Kadyrov. The Chechen Version of Russian 
Authoritarianism (in Russian) 

Alexey Malashenko

Religion and Globalization Across Eurasia  
(in Russian) 

Alexey Malashenko and Sergei Filatov, eds. 

Religion and Conflict (in Russian) 
Alexey Malashenko and Sergei Filatov, eds. 

Russia and Islam (in Russian)
Alexey Malashenko.

The Islamic Alternative and the Islamist Project  
(in Russian)

Alexey Malashenko

How They Voted in Chechnya (in Russian)
Alexey Malashenko

Central Asia’s Second Chance (in Russian and 
English)

Martha Brill Olcott

Civil Society in Multi-Ethnic and Poly-Confessional 
Regions (in Russian) 

Alexey Malashenko, ed. 

Working Papers: “Russia and the Muslim World” 
(in Russian and English), No 3, 2008

Alexey Malashenko

Briefing: “Losing the Caucasus” (in Russian and 
English), August 2009

Alexey Malashenko

Experts:

Alexey 
Malashenko
		
Martha 
Olcott 
(Washington)

Peter 
Topychkanov
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“Our program is full of adventures,” says Alexey Malashenko. “We have driven across, 
walked across and even sailed across countless borders, between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz-
stan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, Ossetia and Ingushetia, 
Ingushetia and Chechnya. And we have made countless flights on domestic airlines, in-
cluding in some completely archaic planes.”  

We continue to follow social and political developments in the North Caucasus, where 
the situation is as tense as ever and is riddled by an unending series of conflicts. Insta-
bility in the North Caucasus is one of the defining factors in Russia’s domestic poli-
tics as well, and has an impact on the  country’s foreign policy. The  program studies 
the negative effects the crisis has had on the situation in the region, worsening the local 
economic situation, aggravating inter-ethnic conflicts and leading to a rise in the activ-
ity of radical Islamist groups that are spreading their influence ever further afield. It 
also investigates the  intensifying struggle between the  different ethnic and political 
groups in the region, analyzes the spread of Islam in the North Caucasus and investi-
gates the cultural drift of the ethnically non-Russian regions away from federal control. 
The Center’s experts continue to closely follow developments in Chechnya, including 
the signs of an emerging civil society.

Social and political issues related to the Sochi Olympics are also examined in the context 
of the general situation in the Caucasus. The 2014 Sochi Olympics are seen as a stabiliz-
ing factor and an incentive for development in three of Russia’s Caucasian republics: 
Kabardino-Balkaria, Karachayevo-Cherkessia and Adygeya. 

We study developments in Georgia and discuss issues related to Abkhazia and South Os-
setia. This work is based on a comprehensive examination of the current situation and 
incorporates multiple perspectives. 

Our natural partner in work on this program is the Carnegie Middle East Center in 
Beirut. Our work together focuses on Islam-related issues and the influence of Middle 
Eastern Islamist groups on the Muslim community in Eurasia, in particular in Russia 

and Central Asia. Martha Olcott and Alexey Malashenko work 
with the Carnegie Middle East Center and organize joint con-
ferences and publications. 

Key achievements

For 15 years we have been about the only Russian 
center studying the current situation in religion and 
one of the world’s leading centers for the study 
of Central Asia and the Caucasus. The program’s 
achievements also include deeper understanding 
of developments in the Islamic World. 
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13 
The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs 

Economic policy

The program’s objective is to study the economic situation in Russia. Over the past 
15 years it has covered a broad range of aspects of the country’s transition. The pro-
gram’s successive chairpersons – all leading professionals in their field – led research 
on Russia’s economic reforms and development from a  variety of different angles, 
which allowed to cover a broad range of issues. Under the direction of Mikhail Dmi-
triev, the program examined administrative reform. During Sergey Vasiliev’s time as 
chairman, the  work focused on financial market and banking sector issues, as well 
as stabilization projects. Dmitri Vasiliev paid particular attention to pension re-
form, and Yevgeny Gavrilenkov focused on corporate governance and international 
finance, including their Russian permutations. Tatyana Maleva put the emphasis on 
studying the social sector and the problems facing small and medium-size businesses, 
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and Ksenia Yudaeva, whom many consider one of the  best among the  new genera-
tion of Russian macroeconomists, devoted primary attention to Russia’s accession to 
the WTO, evaluating the effectiveness of reforms and the state’s increasing interven-
tion in the economy.  

In 2007–2008, when Nina Poussenkova chaired the  program, the  main focus was on 
the problems affecting Russia’s oil and gas sector. Analysis was conducted of previously 
little-studied regional aspects of oil and gas industry development, relations between 

the  federal and regional authorities in the energy sector, the re-
ciprocal influence of regions’ energy sectors and their social, eco-
nomic and political development, cooperation between the main 
players in the hydrocarbons market, including the oil and gas ma-
jors and their contribution to strategic decision-making at the re-
gional level, and the problems and outlook for developing Rus-
sia’s eastern regions as a new oil and gas frontier that could “open 
a window” to Asia.   

In autumn 2009, Sergei Aleksashenko, former deputy chairman 
of the Russian Central Bank and one of Russia’s most well-known 
and influential economists, joined the  program as an expert. 
The program’s coordinator Anna Bessonova also works on inde-
pendent studies and publishes the results of her research on vari-
ous economic issues. 

Under Aleksashenko’s leadership, the  program explores Russia’s 
integration into the global economy and the Russian economy’s 
recovery from the crisis. Thorough study is made of the causes of 
the crisis and its potential long-term consequences for the coun-
try, as well as the measures taken by the Russian government to 
stabilize the situation. Public opinion surveys are used as a refer-
ence for making forecasts on how the evolving situation will affect 
Russians’ lives, and the program examines possible development 
scenarios for the medium-term perspective. 

Experts:

Sergei 
Aleksashenko
		
Anna 
Bessonova

Recent publications:

Comparative Analysis of Stabilization Programs of 
the 1990’s (in Russian) 

Sergey Vasiliev, ed. 

Building Capitalism: The Transformation of the For-
mer Soviet Bloc (in Russian and English)

Anders Aslund

Middle Classes in Russia: Economic and Social 
Strategies (in Russian) 

Tatyana Maleva, ed.

Series of Lectures on Economics: Leading World Ex-
perts at the Carnegie Moscow Center (in Russian). 

Tatyana Maleva and Anders Aslund, eds.

Working Papers: “Oil Production in Russia: State 
Policy and Prospects for Innovation”  
(in Russian), No 1, 2009

Anna Bessonova

Working Papers: “Ups and Downs of the Russian 
Downstream” (in Russian and English), No 2, 2008 

Nina Poussenkova and Anna Bessonova

Key achievements

Analysis of the main problems of and prospects for 
the Russian economy, including proposing areas of 
cooperation on ensuring energy security, solutions 
to help Russia recover from the crisis, and direc-
tions for Russia’s post-crisis integration. 
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14 
The Carnegie Moscow Center’s programs

East-East: Partnership Beyond 
Borders

The East-East: Partnership Beyond Borders program was established at the  Carnegie 
Moscow Center in October 2005. Integrating the Center into an international network 
of foundations and think tanks, the program has helped strengthen the collaborative and 
comparative dimensions of the  Center’s research and outreach, involving the  Center’s 
scholars in significant debates ongoing in Central and Eastern Europe, post-Soviet coun-
tries, Turkey and Mongolia. 

At the Carnegie Moscow Center, the East-East program focuses on three key areas: 

·  Understanding the development of democracy and civic initiative in Russia in a com-
parative context; 
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·  Strengthening ties between Russian analysts and their colleagues throughout the  
region; 
·  Expanding the scope of the public policy debate in Russia by introducing the ideas 
and experiences of colleagues from around the broader region.

The Carnegie Moscow Center uses the East-East program’s resources to mobilize its 
existing programs and draw up new projects in the relevant areas in cooperation with 
civil society organizations and the expert community in Russia and other post-Soviet 
countries. 

“The program gives us the chance to talk with our neighbors as neighbors, compare, 
analyze and work together,” says the  program’s chairman Andrei Ryabov. Particular 
emphasis is given to current political developments in the CIS, particularly in Ukraine 
and Belarus, and interaction between the  different regional and domestic political 
trends in Russia itself. A second important area of work is studying the  situation in 
the  North and South Caucasus. Here, the  program offers a  comprehensive and in-
tegrated approach to the various conflicts in the region, which otherwise tend to be 
studied in isolation from each other. Third, the Carnegie Moscow Center aims to use 
the  East-East program as a  means for developing mechanisms to help Russian non-
governmental organizations, especially organizations involved in protecting human 
rights and issues of state accountability, to learn from the experience of other coun-
tries. The Carnegie Moscow Center takes a flexible approach to its implementation of 
the East-East program in order to be able to respond swiftly to problems and opportu-
nities as they come up over the course of each year. 

The program facilitated the first major conference on the situation in the CIS following 
the Georgian war, with independent experts from almost all countries in the region, in-
cluding Russia and Georgia, taking part; established a multi-vector dialogue with Ukrai-

nian partners on various aspects of bilateral relations; held a series 
of unique meetings in Central Asia on regional security problems, 
with China’s and Afghanistan’s participation; and conducted a re-
view of regional research experience in socio-political and election 
monitoring, development of local media and some other fields. 

Expert:

Andrei 
Ryabov		

Key achievements

Over several years now the program has facilitated 
the development of productive analysis and collab-
orative research with partners in Central and East-
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union, placing 
Russia within the context of the shared transition 
processes taking place in the region. 
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New faces – new prospects

As part of the world’s first global think tank, the Carnegie Moscow Center celebrated its 
15th anniversary in Russia by launching its Global Agenda Initiative with a new discus-
sion series and fellowship program.

Starting in 2009, the Carnegie Moscow Center began an ongoing series of regular Global 
Agenda discussions, leveraging the Endowment’s international resources with centers in 
Washington, Brussels, Beirut and Beijing and working with partners around the world 
to bring policymakers and influential analysts to a Moscow audience. The goal is to rein-
tegrate Russia’s own analysts and policymakers into the global discussions that will help 
resolve key challenges facing the international community.
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Simultaneously, the  Center – with the  support of the  Carnegie Corporation of New 
York  – launched the  new Carnegie Moscow Global Policy Fellowships, designed to 
attract senior American experts from a wide range of fields important to the future of 
the U.S.-Russian policy agenda.

“Events in the last few years – the world economic crisis, the military conflict in Georgia, 
continuing struggles over various aspects of physical, economic, energy and human secu-
rity and global warming – have highlighted the necessity of improved communication 
between Moscow, Washington and other key world capitals to ensure the implementa-
tion of policies that are in the  interest of Russia and its international partners and to 
prove that Russia and its partners – not least the United States – are able to work effec-
tively together on problems of global importance,” says deputy director Sam Greene, who 
oversees this program.

The Center also hosts interns from around the world. Undergraduate and post-graduate 
students from Russia and other countries come to the Center, where they gain experi-
ence at a leading think tank and benefit from a multicultural environment. Over the last 
five years, we have had interns from Russia, Ukraine, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Lithuania, 
Turkmenistan, Poland, Israel, Britain, the  United States, Spain, the  Czech Republic, 
Italy, Germany, Austria, Colombia and many other countries. They participate fully in 
the Center’s life, attend seminars and conferences taking place here and are in daily con-
tact with the Center’s experts and other staff. Since 2009, we have also begun systemati-
cally involving the students in the Center’s research work, giving them the opportunity 
to carry out and present their own research projects. Successful papers are discussed by 
the young members of the Center’s Research Council, together with invited representa-
tives of the young academic community. 

Throughout its fifteen years, the Carnegie Moscow Center has always looked forward, 
developing and innovating as it grew. We are proud of what has been accomplished and 
are looking forward to the future.  n
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